Evangelical Visitor - November, 1996 Vol. 109. No. 11. by Pierce, Glen A.
Messiah University 
Mosaic 
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999) Brethren in Christ Church Archives 
11-1-1996 
Evangelical Visitor - November, 1996 Vol. 109. No. 11. 
Glen A. Pierce 
www.Messiah.edu One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055 
Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor 
 Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons 
Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2634 
Recommended Citation 
Pierce, Glen A., "Evangelical Visitor - November, 1996 Vol. 109. No. 11." (1996). Evangelical Visitor 
(1887-1999). 2634. 
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2634 
Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action 
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate 
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service, 
leadership and reconciliation in church and society. 
% 
evangelical wmmmmmmm 
VISITOR November 1996 
of the skies, 
for the love which 
from our birth 
k over and around us lies, 
Christ our God, 
x to thee we raise 
\ this our hymn of 
\ grateful praise. 
Folliott S. Pierpoint 
# 
Claude Winger and 
his brother Gordon 
Our Missions Prayer Fellowship group meets in our 
home each Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. Claude 
Winger brings a group of ladies who do not drive. He is 
a retired school teacher who enjoys doing things for 
others. Last week when he arrived he remarked, "It is 
now twenty years since Gordon had his kidney 
transplant operation." When I thought about it, I said to 
myself, "That would be a good story for the 'Special 
People' page in the Evangelical Visitor." 
When Claude was a boy, he had an older brother, 
Gerald, and a younger brother, Hubert, who both died in 
their twenties as a result of a kidney ailment. When his 
other younger brother, Gordon, was afflicted with the 
same problem in his twenties, he was put on dialysis. 
This was done at Claude's home. Claude's wife Cobi is a 
nurse and operated the dialysis machine three nights a 
week for nearly two years. 
Finally the time came when a 
kidney transplant was suggested 
and a donor was needed. 
Claude's blood type was similar 
to Gordon's and he offered to donate one of his kidneys 
to his brother. This year at Canadian Conference, both 
brothers were there and could participate, thanks to 
Claude and the sacrifice he had made. 
When I think back over the years since Claude was a 
teenager, he has been an active member of the Bertie 
Brethren in Christ Church. He has served as Sunday 
school teacher, Sunday school superintendent, secretary, 
then treasurer on the church board. He has been a 
member of the Board of Trustees of Niagara Christian 
College and currently is president of the N.C.C. Alumni 
Association. 
When the Bertie congregation sponsored a refugee 
family from Laos in 1980, Claude began at once giving 
them English lessons. This family still comes to him for 
advice and help. In fact, Claude and Cobi have been 
parents to Bouavanh and 
grandparents to Bouavanh and 
Chantone's children. 
"Special People" profiles a 
wide variety of Brethren in 
Christ members of all ages and 
from all walks of life. 
You are invited to submit a 
short article about some "Spe-
cial Person" you would like to 
introduce to Visitor readers. 
Articles should be typewritten, 
preferably 300-400 words, and 
must have the approval of the 
person being profiled. If your 
article is accepted for publica-
tion, we will contact you to 
secure a photo for publication 
(which will be returned). 
Mail your article to 
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. B o x 
166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
Each time the church 
doors are open for service, 
Claude is there unless there is 
a very good reason for him to 
be absent. Loyalty to God and 
the local church are quite 
evident. Often he brings 
others with him in his car. 
Bertie could sure do with 
more people of his caliber. 
This article was prepared by Abbie 
Sider, Stevensville, Out. 
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Apart of me sensitive to destiny has often heard Christ 's call to follow: 
To see reality from a new perspective, 
to live generously and mercifully, 
to do special, costly things 
which center on the unique and unusual. 
But to hear is one thing. 
To respond correctly is another. 
As a teen I first heard the call. I was relieved to find that 
its impact could be neutralized 
by reminding my soul 
that there was time 
enough to follow 
after I had been licensed to drive, 
permitted to date, 
and had reached the status 
of a social heavyweight. 
In later youth Christ beckoned again. 
This time I waved him off, 
saying that I would need more time to mature, 
to explore alternative worldviews, 
to discover my own identity. 
"Perhaps after these adventuresome years, 
when I 'm really grown up," I said, 
"when life becomes serious business, 
I will have more time for religious responsibility." 
During my college days I heard Christ call again. He asked me, as usual, 
to go and live, do and give. 
But I was armed with a counter-proposition— 
that he back off until another day, 
perhaps when I was married, settled down. 
Then it would be easier, I reasoned, 
to be Christ 's disciple, 
when I have a mate 
who is prepared to pursue 
the spiritual side of things. 
But after college there came graduate school 
and career planning and job 
searching. 
There were business trips, cross-
country transfers, 
and weekend getaways. 
Gordon MacDonald is an author and pastor in Lexington, Mass. 
His latest book is entitled When Men Think Private Thoughts. 
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And, sometime amid the busyness 
of all that, 
Christ once again intruded, 
whispering to my destiny 
the same old subject, the same 
old call. 
With sincerity, I asked for one more exemption 
in the decision-making process. 
Singles, I pointed out, need space. They value freedom, independence, 
and security, 
and they prefer not to be tied down 
with long-term responsibility 
or to Someone who tells them what to do. 
At this point in life, 
options are a thing to be kept open 
on a moment-by-moment basis. 
Well, I think Christ mumbled something 
about understanding my thinking. 
But I 'm not positive. 
Christ is tenacious about these calls of his, and that's why I was somewhat irritated when, 
after I 'd walked an aisle, taken some vows, 
enjoyed a honeymoon, I heard his voice again. 
"There will be a time after," 
I insisted with reverential firmness, 
"when my spouse and I have had the opportunity 
to really know each other, to have some kids, 
invest in a house, visit Europe, 
and open a Charles Schwab investment account. 
Then, Lord," I said, "you'll be seeing a lot of us. 
We will have to offer some spiritual life 
to our children. 
They ought to grow up in a church. 
But, until they're of age, I'll keep my schedule 
free 
and my money in ample quantity." 
Kids did come, as they usually do, and they did cost! 
Now when I say cost, 
I 'm talking about money (especially that), 
time (kids are so demanding), and energy 
(I 'm pooped at the end of every day). 
I said, when I next encountered the calling of Christ, 
"Lord, please wait a little longer for me, 
until we get these kids through college, 
until I can cut down on my work hours, 
Evangelical Visitor 
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until I get over this problem with my weight, 
this frustration in my marriage, 
and this move we want to make to Arizona. 
Perhaps after these hassles and the tuition bills 
subside, 
we'll have plenty of occasions, cash, and, 
perhaps with little else to do, 
some energy that you probably very badly need." 
At 58 or 62, whatever, I 've now stopped counting, Christ came to see me once more. 
I must admit that his call was impressive, 
but what he did not take into account 
was that I needed rest, not responsibility, 
needed freedom, escape 
from the rigors of the years. 
/ / • ord," I said, "we've done our part. 
L L e t the young people take over now. 
It 's time for us to protect ourselves. 
Retirement, you see, is just a few years away, 
and we need to be sure that we're financially secure. 
Read the Journal; 
it 's a rough time, 
a turbulent economy." 
It ' s only an opinion, but it sure seems to me that 
Christ 
could headhunt for his 
disciples among the 
teenagers, 
the college students, 
the singles, and those fresh, 
energetic young couples 
whose kids are just in 
diapers. 
And anyway, they're the ones 
who profit 
from all this spirited effort. 
We 've paid our dues. 
And then, just the other day, 
when I turned 78, 
I began to meditate on why 
my soul had always seemed 
so empty. 
Why was I drowning in such 
disappointment? 
Why did I feel as if I had no legacy? 
And then there was Christ. 
Why hadn't he used me when I was younger? 
And why was there no excitement M ^ t " T / 
over the possibility M % JL» m » 
that one day I might 
stand in his presence 
and hear his evaluation of how I 'd spent 
my days, my money, and my affection. 
Today, I no longer drive, my eyes won't pass the driving test. 
Now, I tend to forget a lot of what I learned in college. 
Our busy, busy kids, long gone and married, 
live 2,000 miles away and very rarely visit. 
I have plenty of time now, 
should anyone need me, 
but I 'm so alone and there's little to do. 
No one seems to ask about anything: 
who I am 
how I feel 
where I see things going 
why I think as I do 
what I could contribute. 
No one asks... 
no one calls, 
not even Christ. 
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you learn to 
depend on 
God and the 
power of his 
Spirit. 
Paul Kiss is Associate Pastor 
to Youth at the Westheights 
congregation in Kitchener, 
Ontario. He and his wife 
Claire just had a baby 
daughter, Carolyn Grace 
Kiss—born Sept. 24, 1996. 
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IWILL NEVER FORGET THE DAY a f t e r We 
moved. There I was, surrounded by 
boxes, standing in our new living room. 
I couldn't help thinking, "What have I just 
done? Is this really what God wants me to 
do? What if everything fails?" Those are the 
questions of a young man who had just 
moved several hundred kilometers to begin 
his first "full-time" position in ministry. 
(Technically, it was only 3/4 time, but it still 
seemed enormous to me.) 
It has now been about a year and a half 
since that day, and I can say with certainly 
that everything worked out, in spite of my 
worries. I have definitely learned volumes in 
the short time that I have been privileged 
with the title of "pastor." As I look back over 
the past year of ministry, I realize that in 
some ways it was exactly what I expected, 
but in other ways, it definitely was not what 
I expected at all. Let me share with you 
about ministry from a "rookie's" perspec-
tive. 
When I came to the church, I expected 
my new position of youth pastor to be excit-
ing and challenging. It was. My very first 
outing with the youth, for which I was sole-
ly responsible, was to take two busloads of 
them to the Billy Graham Crusade at Toron-
to's Skydome. I had two weeks to prepare 
for this from my starting date and I was a 
bundle of nerves. That night, there were over 
70,000 people at the Skydome and I had to 
keep track of 70 of them. I don't know how 
I remained cool throughout it all (knowing 
that some of MY youth might have been 
locked out because they went to play laser 
tag at the CN Tower), except that God was 
with me and held me together. We all made 
it home. That was definitely exciting and 
challenging. And I have learned that it just 
gets better. 
I also remember my very first sermon in 
the church. I poured my soul out to the con-
gregation about maintaining the purity of 
youth and doing our best to raise children 
who know and would strive for purity. After 
the service one man came to me and told me 
how much his little girl liked my sermon. 
He said to me with a grin, "When she heard 
you say the word 'sex' her eyes got really 
big. She couldn't believe how many times 
you used the word 'sex' in your message." 
That wasn't exactly what I had planned to 
communicate, but hey, she'll never forget 
that sermon! 
As a rookie, I anticipated these things. I 
knew that I would be running events, prepar-
ing sermons, and doing Bible studies with 
the youth. But what I didn't expect, and what 
I wasn't really prepared for, were the things 
that have to be learned by experience, like 
how straining ministry can be on your mar-
riage. I thank God for my wife Claire, who is 
such a strong, supporting, and understanding 
wife. Many times I have goofed and con-
fused church stuff with home stuff. She cer-
tainly is good at pointing out my goof-ups, 
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but she is also very forgiving and under-
standing. I also now know that if not for 
Claire, I 'm not sure I would have lasted even 
a year and a half. 
I don't think I was ever really prepared for 
the spiritual and emotional strain on my own 
life that ministry presents. There have been 
many days where I struggled with feeling 
like a hypocrite, a failure, someone unworthy 
of being called "pastor." I wasn't expecting 
those feelings and it has been tough learning 
how to deal with them. Again I thank God 
for another person in my life. My senior pas-
tor, Dave Illman, who also has learned to 
deal with these, was a tremendous encour-
agement to me. Week after week as we 
would meet for prayer, he gave me advice 
and support and motivated me to carry on. 
He never babied me or tried to add to my 
self-pity, but he did help me and challenge 
me, which was what I needed. He has been a 
true friend in the Lord. 
One last thing that I have learned about 
ministry over the past year and a half is that 
there will be good times and there will be 
bad times, and to be prepared for both. When 
I came to the church, there was not much of 
a youth program. However, in six months, 
through some planning and much prayer, the 
youth ministry was doing very well and 
numbers had increased. My first year was 
quite successful. And since I wasn't an expe-
rienced youth pastor, I give all the glory to 
God who took my feeble efforts and blessed 
them anyway. 
However, after a year of being at the 
church, I saw that some changes had to be 
made to help us continue being effective in 
ministry. So with much prayer and planning 
with my volunteer staff, we implemented 
some new ways of doing ministry. I didn't 
know that it would produce so many obsta-
cles. I expected some, but at times things 
have been really tough. Since we have made 
those changes, we have seen some real ben-
efits. But along with those, there have been 
other happenings that I was not ready for. I 
do believe, however, that we are heading 
where the Spirit is leading and we will move 
on. 
INOW LOOK AT MINISTRY from a different angle than I once used to. I have been pastoring for only a year and a half, but I 
have been so changed in that time. I also 
realize that there is much to learn. In it all I 
am convinced of two things. First, pastoring 
is about being real. It is about being real 
with God—through much time in his Word 
and prayer with him—and it is about being 
real with people. If I can stay in tune with the 
Father, then I can be of much more use to his 
children. 
The other thing I am convinced of is that 
I will always be a "rookie." I don't think 
that I will ever have all the answers or be 
able to say that "I have learned the ropes." 
Ministering to people is unpredictable and 
every situation has a new challenge, a new 
dilemma, a new area of need that you are not 
prepared for. That is why God says, "My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness." Pastoring is not 
about how much you know; it's about how 
much you learn to depend on God and the 
power of his Spirit. I think in this area that I 
will always be a "rookie." 
I thank God for the people he has led me 
to. I have a wonderful youth group and a 
wonderful church family. Just over a year 
ago, I wondered if I had done the right thing. 
Now I know that I did, and I look forward to 
the years ahead of being with God's people 
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by Chris A nderson 
What thing the hearts of men do most desire, 
A mountain's wealth perhaps will then provide. 
But most the circumstances do require 
That man, his loyalties must then divide. 
Some power is often desired like gold, 
The price at which it is received is high. 
To gain the world what profit do you hold? 
You will lose your immortal soul and die. 
And success is rather a popular thing; 
For many it is a national dream, 
As sacred apple pie and eagle wings; 
The goal in life, for too many it seems. 
Is there no place for a God divine? 
You must believe to have your life in line. 
Presented at the Young Artists Recital at the Upland (Calif.) 
Brethren in Christ Church in May of this year. Chris Anderson 
is a freshman at Azusa Pacific University. 
November 1996 7 





"The Phone's For You" 
In F e b r u a r y , 184 ca l le r s f r o m 19 
churches made 15,350 phone calls to resi-
dents of the surrounding areas. The result 
was 997 people on our mailing list. These 
people received five mail ings and an 
additional phone call. There were also 
newspaper ads and three articles about 
the church. 
Grand Opening 
The Grand Opening took place on 
Palm Sunday, March 31, 1996. Our room 
at the Embers Convention Center was 
filled with 175 people who had come to 
check out this new church. We were 
thrilled! About 50 of these people had 
come to help or support us in some way. 
Not all these people returned. But we 
are delighted with the group who stayed 
with us. We leveled out at 65 before sum-
mer and we averaged 43 over the sum-
mer. Even then, our summer picnic drew 
70 people. And now that fall has come, 
attendance is moving closer to 60 once 
again. There are over 80 on our roll. 
The important thing is that the major-
ity of these people have not attended 
church in years, and are now finding or 
renewing their relationship with the Lord 
and with other believers. 
Exciting things 
God has been doing 
A woman who has attended church 
most of her life came to ask me why Jesus 
had to die in order to forgive our sins. 
What a wonderful, important question. 
One man who only went to church 
briefly as a young child, told me he had 
expected to get more out of church. Our 
discussion revealed that he had never 
understood that salvation is by grace. He 
committed his life to Christ that day. 
A man out of church for eight years 
was recently separated from his wife. He 
realized he needs Christian teaching and 
fellowship for himself and his two young 
boys whom he keeps on the weekends. 
A woman who never attended church 
as an adult had been considering finding 
a church for years. After attending our 
service she says this is a church where 
she can stay. 
One man had only been contacted by 
phone. Eventually his wife attended, then 
he came. When I met him he said, "I 'm 
here, and I plan to keep coming. You 
keep after me if I don't ." 
A couple with mental health concerns 
called to say they wanted to attend but 
had no car. I prayed, not knowing if this 
new church would have what it takes to 
help them out. They have been loved and 
accepted by this fledgling congregation, 
new attendees and core group as well. 
One man was raised Seventh Day 
Adventist. It was a privilege to show him 
in Scripture that Christ fulfilled and there-
Sunday morning worship at New Life 
Community, Carlisle, Pa. 






by set us free from the law. He then began 
reading his NIV New Testament. When 
he finished, he asked to borrow one of 
our church Bibles so he could read the 
Old Testament in a modern translation. 
A woman of Catholic background was 
curious about why some of us raise our 
hands during worship. I explained that 
worship is our statement of love and sub-
mission to God as we lift him up as King. 
Hand-rais ing is symbol ic of this and 
allows us to worship with more than 
words. 
One man started attending because he 
wanted his children to have Christian 
teaching, but he remained very distant. 
Then his foot was broken at work. People 
from the church mowed his lawn and 
prayed. A few weeks later he was one of 
the last to leave due to talking to people. 
God is ministering to him. 
NLC 101 is our course which explains 
what the church is and introduces people 
to the particular vision and mission of 
New Life Community. Twelve attended 
our first class, and at least 10 others plan 
to attend a future class. 
Pray with us... 
• That we connect with the occasional 
a t tendees so that they deve lop good 
friendships. Pray that God's presence is 
evident in our services and that the Holy 
Spirit would draw people to himself , 
resulting in a deepened commitment to 
the Lord and a desire to be among God's 
people. 
• That many would respond to coming 
promotions in the newspaper and through 
direct mail. 
• That the f ew fami l ies who have 
stopped attending over the summer could 
be drawn back. 
• The people of our church seem to be 
plagued with health problems, including 
several who deal with depression. Could 
this be spiritual attack? Pray for healing, 
and that in our weaknesses God will 
reveal his strength. 
• That our people, many of whom have 
moderate incomes, would discover the 
joy and benefits of giving generously. 
New Life Community is a church planting 
north of Carlisle, Pa., which began in July 
1994 with one home Bible study group. This 
article was adapted from a newsletter by Pas-
tor Phil Byers. 
Andy and Angela Snyder had not attended church regularly in all the i r years of ma r r i age . They 
would go only occasionally and when 
they did, felt out of place and uncomfort-
able. They have two children in elemen-
tary school and are busy people . In 
August of 1994, they received a phone 
call f rom one of the volunteers who 
helped New Hope Church make 20,000 
calls to households in suburban Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania. The phone calls were 
used to develop a mailing list of over 
1,100 households in preparation for a 
Grand Opening church service on Octo-
ber 16, 1994. Andy, Angela, young Andy, 
and Amy were in attendance that first 
Sunday and have faithfully attended ever 
since. Andy says that even though he had 
previously put his faith in Christ as Sav-
ior, going to church has become a new, 
born-again experience for him and his 
family. 
Ted and Renee hadn't attended church 
in quite some time. Renee also received a 
phone call from one of our volunteers. 
While going through personal tragedies in 
her life, she was willing to receive infor-
mation about a new church soon to be 
started. Ted readily admits, however, that 
if he had answered the phone instead of 
Renee, he would have firmly but politely 
said, "No thanks!" and that would have 
been the end of it. By God's grace, Renee 
by Vern Bosserman 
answered and they too were in attendance 
on Grand Opening Sunday. Since then, 
they have been bapt ized , j o i n e d the 
church, serve on the Leadership Team, 
and regularly lead a small group meet-
ing. In their spare time they fly hot-air 
balloons. Subsequently, Renee 's sister 
Janine is in the preparation classes for 
baptism, and will soon join the church. 
She also attends the small group that Ted 
and Renee lead. 
Getting FOCUSed 
Small groups are an integral compo-
nent of New Hope Church. We've called 
them FOCUS groups. FOCUS stands for 
Fellowship, Outreach, Christ-centered, 
Unity, and Study. We have four modest 
expectations of our FOCUS groups: (1) to 
learn something from the Bible, (2) to 
create a safe and open place for good fel-
lowship, (3) to be a place where new per-
sons are welcome and accepted regardless 
of the progress of their spiritual life and 
development, and (4) to be a primary dis-
cipleship training ground for New Hope 
people. 
As the church has grown, so has the 
number of small groups. While we start-
ed with a large Grand Opening of 148 
persons in attendance, we settled into an 
average of about 85 in the first year. 
continued on page 10 
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Surges of growth in response to direct 
mail outreach campaigns have pushed our 
average attendance to 149 in February 
through April of 1996. 
On Grand Opening Sunday, we adver-
tised two small groups that would begin 
meeting weekly in homes. We had no 
assurances that anyone would come. And, 
in fact, not many did. Total attendance of 
those first two groups was 13. In the two 
years since then, we have initiated seven 
more groups. Two of them are ser-
vice groups: the Worship Team 
and the Leadership Team. All 
n ine g r o u p s mee t in the 
h o m e s of church people 
except for a Saturday morn-
ing men's group that meets 
at a local restaurant. 
A part of our successful 
growth of groups is traced to 
the vision and strategies to make 
groups integral to New Hope from the 
beginning. Months before our opening, 
we included this sentence in our Mission 
Statement: "Using cell groups as the orga-
nizing principle, [New Hope Church] will 
es tabl ish groups for car ing, spiri tual 
growth and maturity, worship, and evan-
gelism." 
As we have witnessed the emerging 
growth at New Hope, small groups have 
been an organic part of the whole. It has 
not been a matter of trying to impose a 
new program dimension over the top of 
existing programs. Best of all, new per-
sons are often the ones initiating involve-
ment in one of the groups. 
The key is leadership 
We will not start a group without 
trained, mature, and trustworthy leaders in 
place. As you can tell from the two illus-
t ra t ions at the beg inn ing , we do not 
require years of church experience to be 
qualified. We look for teachable persons 
who demonstrate a sincere love for God 
and a genuine care for people. 
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Training for small group leadership 
began when New Hope was still a vision 
and not yet a reality. Our core group stud-
ied, prayed, read, and used training ses-
sions as small group experiences. Our pri-
mary resources were 20/20 Vision by 
Dale Galloway, and Serendipity books 
and tapes by Lyman Coleman. 
Recruiting leaders is an ongoing pro-
cess. We look f irst at those who are 
already active in small group life. Some 
leaders become obvious as the 
smal l g r o u p d e v e l o p s and 
m a t u r e s . O t h e r s r e q u i r e 
encouragement and a chal-
lenge to become interested 
in a leadership role. Dur-
ing church membersh ip 
preparation classes, we dis-
cuss our philosophy of min-
istry and emphasize our com-
mitment to small groups. In that 
process then, opportunity is given to 
respond to involvement as participants in 
small group life as well as leadership 
potential. We also frequently publicize 
the ministry of small groups in our week-
ly bulletin and monthly newsletter. The 
request for participants, hosts, leaders, 
and assistant leaders is made clear every 
time. All group leaders are accountable to 
the pastor. 
A va r i e ty of l e s son m a t e r i a l s is 
presently being used in our small group 
meetings. One of our leaders writes her 
own study quest ions. The pastor f re-
quently prepares discussion guides that 
correspond with the current Sunday mes-
sage themes and Scripture lessons. We 
have also used 50-Day Adventure small 
group guides. 
Caregiving 
As pastor, I am continually amazed at 
the spontaneous caregiving that happens 
in the groups. Flowers are sent to persons 
at the hospital. Financial provisions are 
arranged for persons enduring troubled 
times. Transportation is arranged for per-
sons c o m i n g and go ing to d o c t o r s ' 
appointments and hospitals. Prayers are 
offered up to God out of intimate con-
cern for the welfare of others. Persons 
who six months ago did not know each 
other now talk together and do things 
together like old friends. Friendships are 
being formed that will last for a lifetime. 
Rosie lost her husband recently. She says 
that it was her small group meeting that 
helped her get through her first winter 
alone. I notice that when small group 
members arrive for Sunday services, they 
smile, chat, and even arrange to sit togeth-
er. 
We encourage every group that meets 
to include an empty chair. This is a prin-
ciple adopted f rom Serendipity small 
group training materials. It is a reminder 
to everyone that there is always room for 
one more. FOCUS groups have consci-
entiously invited new persons to join. 
Three of our groups are considering the 
procedures of giving birth to new groups 
because of their size. 
Included in the overall FOCUS group 
line-up are two service-minded groups. 
Our Worship Team meets mid-week and 
before the Sunday morning service for 
preparation to lead the singing. Included 
is time for prayer, Bible study, fellow-
ship, and mutual support. The Leadership 
Team functions as administrative over-
seers and vision pace-setters. However, 
before these functions are ever put in pro-
cess, the team is a FOCUS group. Study, 
prayer, fellowship, and mutual support 
receive the lion's share of the time togeth-
er. The spiritual bonding and unity that 
comes from being a small group makes 
the adminis t ra t ive and vision sett ing 
duties easier and more fulf i l l ing—not 
only to the group, but for the whole 
church. 
Overall, FOCUS groups have exceed-
ed our expectations. The bonding of per-
sons to New Hope Church because of 
their attachment to one of our FOCUS 
groups has been especially gratifying. We 
are at present without facilities to call our 
own and use as we please, and therefore, 
FOCUS groups fill a critical role in the 
assimilation of new persons. 
Vern Bosserman is pastor of the New Hope 
church planting in Harrisburg, Pa. 





by Esther Spurrier 
Sonya with her house and crew. 
IT COULD HAVE BEEN a sunrise service 
except it wasn' t chilly enough to be 
Easter and our calendars said July 13. 
From every direction cars, trucks, and 
vans were pulling into the church parking 
lot in the darkness of the early morning. 
Hurr icane Ber tha was dumping rain, 
which made loading all the food, tools, 
bedrolls, and supplies a bit messy. But 
years of experience and mountains of 
dedication and determination prevailed 
and soon the caravans headed south. 
When all were on their way, there would 
be 74 people in 19 vehicles. 
This was the fifth year for the Carlisle 
Brethren in Christ Church to participate in 
a week of building for Habitat for Hu-
manity in Greenville, South Carolina. The 
plans had been well made; the level of 
organization was impressive. The eighty-
plus volunteers had been divided into five 
construction crews, each headed by a 
builder from the congregation, and one 
kitchen/laundry crew which would work 
from early morning until late at night to 
keep the builders in food and clothing. 
The goal was to build five houses in five 
days. 
Each person and all vehicles were fes-
tooned with two-tone blue r ibbons in 
memory of Wayne Yohe, who had died in 
October at age 43 and would not be lead-
ing 3 crew as he had done in previous 
years. Wayne had driven a two-tone blue 
pickup. 
By the time we reached Virginia, we 
had driven out of the rain into brilliant 
blue skies. As their contribution to this 
ministry, the women of the Highland Park 
Community (Brethren in Christ) Church November 1996 
had lunch ready for us when we passed by 
Dubl in at noon. Pastor Mike Blouse 
encouraged the Carlisle group to make 
this lunch stop an annual event; perhaps 
they will send along some builders in 
future years. 
Why Habitat and why South Caroli-
na? In the early 1990s, Carlisle's Menno-
nite Disaster Service representative, Ron 
Manley, along with Charles Sieber and 
Sanford Allwein, began exploring oppor-
tunities for more of the congregation to be 
involved in helping ministries. At that 
same time, the United Methodist Confer-
ence of Greenville relocated its camp fur-
ther from the city and decided to donate 
the now-vacant 35-acre piece of land to 
the struggling Greenville chapter of Habi-
tat for Humanity. God was working in 
yet another heart when a civil engineer 
from Atlanta felt the call of God to leave 
his job and move to Greenville to give 
leadership to a major Habitat thrust there. 
A group of 33 Carlisle people volun-
teered in 1992, the first year of the Habi-
tat Greenville/Carlisle Brethren in Christ 
partnership. From 1992 through 1995, 
Carlisle volunteers built 14 houses and 
helped with 6 others. (One year a crew of 
women worked on the "women's house," 
built with money donated by the YWCA.) 
But the experience was not without frus-
tration. When the group returned for its 
second summer of work and found the 
house they had begun the previous year 
still unfinished, some volunteers shed 
tears. 
Nearly 11 hours after setting out, we 
arrived at the Buncombe Street United 
Methodist Church, our home for the next 
six days. The ample accommodation and 
generous hospitality of this congregation 
have been a great asset to the Greenville 
experience each year. After unpacking 
and resting a bit, we went to Cheryl 's 
Briar Patch for our pre-arranged supper 
and found "Welcome Carlisle Habitat 
Volunteers" on the restaurant marquee. 
And Cheryl promised to send her famous 
slow-brewed sweet iced tea to the job site 
for us each day. 
Sunday brought worship with the Bun-
combe Streeters and a relaxing afternoon 
in which some slept, some visited art gal-
leries, some went to the park or to a 
movie. The final three carloads arrived, 
making our g roup 86 s t rong . In the 
evening, Habitat Greenville hosted a pic-
nic at the building site with board mem-
bers, supporters, volunteers, and home-
owners—present and prospective. Sever-
al hundred people gathered. One woman 
had tied a banner outside her house, 
thanking those who had built for her last 
year. 
In a short program following the meal, 
Habitat administrators acknowledged all 
the recipients of the "Battered Hammer 
Award" for dedication in volunteerism. 
Organizers Charles and Arlene Sieber 
rece ived the award on behalf of the 
Carlisle group in 1994—the first award 
given to non-local volunteers. The plaque 
bears a small, bent and battered hammer 
which was left at the job site one year 
and reads: "Builders of the human spirit, 
crafters of better lives, whose tools are 
charity and selflessness." A special award 
was given to the Carlisle Brethren in 




Left: Pastor Carl leads 
the group in morning 
devotions at 6:00. 
Below: A work crew 
sheathing a Habitat 
house. 
houses worked on last year, "for respond-
ing to the housing and spiritual needs of 
God's people by partnering with others to 
build decent, affordable homes for fami-
lies in need." (The Carlisle group was 
also nominated for the South Carolina 
Governor's Award for Volunteerism last 
year). 
Stating the fact that people can build 
houses but only God can build and estab-
lish homes, the chairman of the Habitat 
board presented Bibles to those who had 
become new homeowners in 1995. More 
than 20 of the 32 families were repre-
sented. With songs of praise and worship, 
a liturgy and prayers, Pastor Carl Spack-
man then led us in a dedication service for 
the five houses to be built this year. 
Greenville had not seen rain for five 
weeks, but as we headed back to Bun-
combe Street f rom the building site, a 
storm was organizing. Watching the del-
uge later from the church windows, we 
were glad for the people of Greenville, 
but we envisioned the red dust of the 
building site turning to slimy mud for our 
first day on the job. 
Monday came with heavy clouds, wel-
come relief f rom the anticipated hot sun 
for framing day. I was impressed as I saw 
not only the adult male members of the 
crews but also teens and women take ini-
tiative in beginning the work. In their five 
years of Habitat service, these people had 
learned more than the importance of min-
istry to the who le person . They had 
learned valuable, practical building skills. 
Showers and a cool breeze blessed the 
morning, and a heavy thunderstorm after 
lunch sent us all scurrying for shelter. By 
quitting time, the cement slabs had grown 
exterior walls, roof trusses, and sheathing. 
The building crews had also grown, with 
the addition of local volunteers and our 
prospective homeowners, three with dis-
abilities. 
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One crew had met its homeowner the 
day before. Disabled by Tourette's Syn-
drome (a disease in which a sudden noise 
or visual stimulus can prompt a violent, 
uncontrollable reaction), this man was not 
sure he could tolerate the activity of the 
building site. He needed his house built at 
an angle away from the street to cut down 
on stimulation. He also required rein-
forced walls, windows, and doors which 
could withstand the violence of his reac-
tions. 
One young, single mother who had 
polio worked night shift as an aide in a 
residential home for mental ly handi-
capped adults. When her shift finished at 
8:00 a.m., she would come to work on 
her house until mid-afternoon, then go 
home to sleep a bit before working again 
at midnight. Her joy was contagious as 
she saw her house deve lop , and her 
courage inspired us as she pushed herself 
to learn new skills and do scary tasks, 
such as roofing. Sonya told us about the 
complicated application over which she 
had labored, how she had prayed over it 
before she sent it in, and how God had 
a n s w e r e d her p r a y e r wi th a s p e e d y 
approval for a house for her and her son. 
Habitat homeowners must give 25 
"good faith" hours of work before they 
are considered for a house. After they are 
approved, they work 255 hours of "sweat 
equity" on their home or another Habitat 
home. They are also required to attend 
35 hours of classes in home maintenance 
and repair, banking and insurance, etc. 
In the following days, the sun and heat 
added their burden to the pressures of our 
time schedule. Roofing people worked 
right through the blazing heat of the after-
noon, while Nurse Deb made her rounds 
(when she wasn't bandaging smashed fin-
gers and giving pain medicines), remind-
ing people to reapply sunscreen and drink 
plenty of fluids. The kitchen crew kept 
us well supplied with water, sports drinks, 
fruit, pickles, and popsicles throughout 
the day. Local restaurants and churches 
carried lunches to the site for us each day. 
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YouthQuest '96 
Did you make a friend? 
Did you remember to write? 
by Mary C. Bailey 
By Tuesday a f t e r n o o n , e l ec t r i c i ans , 
plumbers, and interior framers were all 
trying to work in the same small space. 
By Wednesday evening, the discour-
agement was palpable as we realized that 
the drywall subcontractors ' fai lure to 
come today meant that we probably could 
not finish the houses by Friday evening as 
we had planned. One of the couples had 
received a call that their son was having 
an emergency appendectomy and they left 
at 8:00 p.m. for the long drive home to 
Carlisle. 
But this was the evening dedicated to 
worship and praise, and that act served 
to put our disappointments and fears into 
perspective. As we shared with each other 
the blessings of the week, we realized that 
God's purposes were being achieved even 
if our goals were not going to be all met. 
The rewards have been enormous. In 
addition to the satisfaction of helping 
God's children in need, there is joy in 
learning new skills from patient instruc-
tors, in building new fr iendships and 
deeper relationships with fellow workers, 
including prospective and present Habitat 
homeowners. One volunteer spoke of the 
joys of seeing that the houses built in past 
years are now homes, and of having the 
homeowners warmly greet him and invite 
him in to visit. A homeowner told of the 
wreck that was her life f ive years ago 
when she was addicted to drugs, of how 
she had met Christ and the difference he 
had made, and how miraculous it was for 
her to have her own home now. During 
refreshment time, it was a blessing to 
watch the 13-year-old son of a home-
owner bow his head reverently over his 
brownie and ice cream before he ate it. 
Some might ask why go so far when 
there is so much that needs to be done 
close to home? The Carlisle congregation 
has also been involved in local projects, 
the most recent being a one-day garage-
raising for Paxton Ministries, and a two-
day house-raising for the Cumberland 
Valley chapter of Habitat. But there is a 
communi ty-bui ld ing benef i t in going 
together far away from the distractions of 
home and work. Volunteers spoke of the 
b less ing of learn ing to know fe l low 
church fo lk and feel ing a part of the 
church family and the larger family of 
God in a deeper way. 
And who are our neighbors? As will-
ing, godly volunteers build houses, God 
builds relationships and brings glory to 
his name. 
Esther Spurrier lives in Dillsburg, Pa. 
Were you lucky enough to go to camp this summer...did you make a new 
friend? Were you a part of the youth at 
General Conference. . .did you make a 
friend? How about quizzing....were you a 
par t of tha t y e a r - l o n g ac t i v i t y f o r 
youth...did you make a friend? I 'm sure 
t ha t if you w e n t to 
camp or Conference, or 
w e r e par t of B i b l e 
quizzing, the answer to 
the ques t ions are all 
"yes, of course I made a 
f r i e n d " — p r o b a b l y 
more than one. I bet 
you even promised to 
write, didn't you! 
Well, if you haven't been able to write 
or keep in touch as you had hoped, relax. 
YouthQuest '96 is just around the corner. 
YouthQuest "96 will give you the chance 
to see those friends and strengthen those 
relationships. It will give you a chance to 
strengthen your relationship with Christ 
and deal with many relevant issues that 
youth face today. You may even discov-
er that you are not alone in your struggle 
with events in your life. 
To address the spiritual and emotional 
needs of kids today, YouthQuest '96 will 
offer you seminars on dating, forgiveness 
and healing, spiritual disciplines, being a 
real fr iend, and many more. Physical 
needs will be met by basketball and vol-
leyball tournaments, swimming, snow 
activities (if the Lord provides the snow), 
and horseback riding, to list a few. The 
social side will not be overlooked. There 
will be a concert by Code of Ethics, 
Dream Team Sports Night (bring your 
favorite sports gear/team paraphernalia), 
and a Variety Show Night. Anyone who 
wants to participate in the variety show 
must preregister for an audition slot by 
Nov. 30. Please send a written description 
of your act to Megan Davis, Messiah Col-
lege, Grantham, PA 17027. 
Back in July, each pastor or youth pas-
tor should have received an information 
packet with registration forms and de-
tailed information. If you didn't, please 
contact Ken Letner at R.R. 4, Box 4797, 
Mifflintown, PA 17059. 
Y o u t h Q u e s t ' 9 6 wi l l t ake p l ace 
December 27-30 at the Tamiment Resort 
in the Pocono Mountains of Pennsylva-
nia. Deadlines for registration are fast 
approaching. If you want the break on the 
r e g i s t r a t i o n cos t of 
$199 U.S. funds, then 
your registration needs 
to be received by Nov. 
25. After the 25th the 
cost will be $219. SenJ 
the registration to Ken 
Letner at the address 
listed above. 
If you need to make 
travel arrangements from airports, please 
contact Mike Frey, 1409 3200 Ave., Abi-
lene KS 67410. Phone (913) 598-2285. 
If you have further questions, please 
remember that each regional conference 






Pacific—Mary C. Bailey 
Southeast—Tammy Nunnally 
Susquehanna—Megan Davis 
Before we know it, this triennial event 
will have come and gone. Don't miss this 
opportunity to rekindle those friendships, 
fellowship with youth f rom across the 
cont inent , and grow spir i tual ly. God 
promises his blessings through time spent 
focused on him. Don' t miss the opportu-
nity to be blessed. 
If you are a member of a congregation but have no youth of your own to send 
to YouthQuest, please pray for the youth 
around you. Pray that the Lord will speak 
to the hearts of those he wishes to attend 
and that all the financial needs will be 
met. Continue to pray as the teens pre-
pare, participate, and travel. History and 
statistics have shown us that these are the 
events that repeatedly call young people 
into the service of our Lord. | | 
The November 25 
deadline is fast 
approaching. 
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More about 
Christians and 
the Internet in a future 
issue of the Visitor. 
Christians on the 
World Wide Web 
by Bert A. Harkness 
Everywhere we look, people are using 
the World Wide Web (WWW) or the 
Internet. It is a major influence in our 
society today. The Internet is a hot topic, 
featured in television news stories, maga-
zine articles, books, and videos. Many 
churches have realized the great poten-
tial of the Internet and are using it to 
advertise themselves and communicate 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
One way churches are using the 
WWW is to communicate between mis-
sion fields and home offices. Communi-
cating via the W W W is more effective 
than using fax messages in that it allows 
for a dynamic exchange. Parties have the 
option of "real time" communication in a 
EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS should eagerly embrace the arrival of "the digital age" and work together to make an impact for God in cyberspace while the technological revolution is still in its infancy. 
That was the call to action issued by Dr. Quentin J. Schultze, a prominent 
authority on communicat ions and Christianity, during a recent conference of 
the Gospel Communica t ions Network, the most popular religion-related site 
on the Internet 's World Wide Web. 
"New forms of media don ' t necessarily replace earlier ones, but they do 
change the role and impact of all previous ones," Schultze told representatives 
of nearly three dozen Christian organizations gathered for the September 20-
21 G C N Conference in Colorado Springs. "We're at the dawn of a major new 
media form. We 'd better learn how to use it, or we' l l become dinosaurs." 
Schultze, the author of Internet for Christians, was preaching to Christian 
leaders who are among the already convinced—the pioneers in shaping cyber-
culture. 
G C N (www.gospelcom.net) first went on-line in April 1995, and now has 
amassed nearly 60 national and international ministries as part of its strategic 
alliance. Its ever-growing website generated nearly 7 million "hits" (electronic 
accesses) in August and projects nearly 8 million hits in September. It ranks 
among the top 2 percent in usage of all sites on the Internet. 
In his keynote address to the G C N gathering, Schultze praised the alliance 
members as visionaries who are "willing to take risks in this new medium" and 
able to "work with others for the common good." 
Schultze said the network already has demonstrated "serious potential for 
evangelism. We 've seen ministry impact right out of the chute." He also 
urged G C N members to continue their quest to provide a clear and consistent 
Christian message in cyberculture. 
"We need to understand the values and beliefs of cyberculture," he said. 
"And we need to offer something of value—eternal value—to the citizens of 
cyberculture." 
The G C N website includes a widely used biblical resource called Bible 
Gateway, which contains several versions of Scripture in English and a num-
ber of other languages. It also includes many devotional and inspirational mes-
sages, along with a daily cartoon called "Reverend Fun." 
chat program, or they may post their mes-
sages in e-mail. Even e-mail has advan-
tages over fax because it does not use 
paper or require long distance charges to 
send messages anywhere in the world. 
Another way Christians are using the 
WWW is by networking with other Chris-
tians through e-mail discussion groups. 
To join in a discussion, one simply types 
a message and posts it to the group of his 
or her choice, then others may read and 
reply to it. In a recen t d i s cus s ion I 
received twelve messages in response to a 
single post within a three-hour period. 
These posts were relayed to me in Kirk-
land Lake from as far away as California, 
Alaska, and Milan, Italy. There are many 
e-mail discussion groups that Brethren in 
Christ would probably find interesting. A 
good place to start would be MennoLink 
< a d m i n @ M e n n o L i n k . o r g > . Through 
MennoLink, one may access about 100 
Mennonite-related discussion groups, 
including a seldom-used discussion group 
especially for Brethren in Christ! 
A third way churches can use the 
WWW is by establishing their own web 
page. The easiest way to do this is to hire 
a professional to author a page for your 
church. The average cost is from $50 to 
$75 per hour, with the average page 
requiring about 16 hours to create. A 
good web page will have the right com-
bination of graphics, file sizes, and text, 
and will load at a reasonable speed. To 
see an example of a church web page, 
check out the Kirkland Lake Brethren in 
C h r i s t p a g e at: < h t t p : / / w w w . f a m i -
lyville.com/world/jesus/klbic.htrn>. 
In a recent conversation I had with a 
Christian social worker, the subject of 
"Generation Xers" arose. The question 
was asked, "How do we reach these kids 
who are being isolated by their fascina-
tion with the Internet?" It occurs to me 
and to other Christians that the best way 
to reach them is to use the very thing that 
has been isolating them from other human 
beings—and the church. 
Thus far there are very few Brethren in 
Christ churches on the WWW, and also 
very few who are using the Mennonite 
discussion groups which could help us 
better communicate and network with 
each other. Other churches are effective-
ly using the W W W to communicate the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. It 's time for the 
Brethren in Christ to begin to effectively 
use this medium. 
Bert Harkness is the pastor of the Kirk-
land Lake (Ont.) Brethren in Christ Church. 
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by Bijoy Roul 
The Brethren in Christ ministry in 
Orissa is progressing well because of 
God's grace and by the prayers of God's 
people. Brethren in Christ churches are 
being planted in tribal areas where there is 
no church or Christian witness. In the 
midst of many hurdles, difficulties, and 
persecutions, they were able to plant 35 
house churches in 35 villages in 3 dis-
tricts in O r i s s a . T h i r t y - f i v e c h u r c h 
planters are working in these districts. 
The total number of believers from all the 
churches is 1,450. 
In four months, 72 people were bap-
tized and 75 new believers were added to 
the church. An additional 82 people are 
ready for baptism. The Lord is helping 
them preach the gospel in a total of 68 vil-
lages with 158 seekers being followed up 
by their church planters. There are 22 
people that made an open confession to 
accept Christ. 
Persecution 
Severe persecution broke out in the 
H a n u m a n t p u r a rea . In the mon th of 
November 1995, the anti-social people 
had beaten one of their church planters. 
He was severely beaten and thrown under 
a small bridge. By God's grace, he came 
to his senses the next day. The Lord 
spared his life. The anti-Christian people 
threatened to kill all the church planters 
working in that area on January 3, 1996, 
if they did not wi thdraw all of them. 
Much prayer was conducted for them. By 
God's grace, all their church planters and 
believers were protected and continue to 
work in the area. 
In another village called Narayanpat-
na, a g r o u p t h r e a t e n e d the c h u r c h 
planters' wives. They were to vacate the 
village within one hour or else suffer 
severe consequences. When the church 
planters returned home after the day 's 
work, they were told the same thing. For 
a month the church planters and their 
families lived in a tense situation. How-
ever, after a month the situation returned 
to normal. Praise God!! The danger is still 
there, but they thank the Lord for helping 
them continue their preaching in that area. 
There are three house churches in that 
area. 
Medical work 
The Brethren in Christ Church in Oris-
sa has appointed two medical workers. In 
the last four months they have visited 76 
villages and given medical treatment to 
279 patients. Many people are suffering 
from tuberculosis and malaria in the vil-
lages. Children are also suffering from 
malnutrition. Some do not have food to 
eat every day. 
Salem hostel 
This hostel is located in Nuagada. 
Twenty-one students stay in this hostel. 
They study in a government primary 
school which is located very close to the 
hostel. There is a dire need to keep more 
children in the hostel. 
Girls' hostel 
A proposal has been submit ted to 
Brethren in Christ World Missions to 
establish a girls' hostel in Naugaon, Phul-
bani district. A government girls' prima-
ry school is located close by. They have 
land, but no building. A simple structure 
would be sufficient to start with. Their 
prayer is that, God being their helper, they 
will begin the project in 1997. 
Annual Church Conference 
The 1996 Annual Meeting was held at 
Gummi in March. About 1,000 believers 
attended from 30 churches. They were 
delighted to have Rev. and Mrs. Jack 
McClane with them. Their visit was a 
great blessing to many. The McClanes 
saw firsthand the work of the Lord. Sev-
enty people were baptized. This three-day 
conference included Bible study, mes-
sages, singing, Bible Quiz, song compe-
tition, games, and General Body meet-
ings. The conference was very inspira-
tional. Every year their Annual Church 
Conference is held in a different village. 
Staff Retreat 
A staff retreat was held at Cuttack 
from May 2 to 5, 1996. They had a won-
derful time of sharing, and praying. Each 
person shared regarding their ministry. 
The reporting system was discussed and 
modified. 
India Every Home Crusade (IEHC) 
handed over nine churches in Phulbani 
district and five churches in Rayagada 
district to the Orissa Brethren in Christ. 
IEHC also gave several churches in 
Mayurbhanj and Phulbani district to the 
Orissa Brethren in Christ. 
Our brothers and sisters in Orissa are 
thanking the Lord for his protection and 
help. They also thank us for our faithful 
financial support and prayers. 
Please continue to pray with us for the 
ministry of the Brethren in Christ in Oris-
sa. It is their earnest prayer that hundreds 
of souls may be brought nearer to the feet 
of our Lord. Is it yours? 
From a report written for Brethren in 
Christ World Missions by Bijoy Roul, Gener-
al Director of the Brethren in Christ Church in 
India. He is also General Director of India 
Every Home Crusade. 
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od at work in our world 
Our boys 
Mat and Kerry, Benjamin and Joshua 
Bradbury, from Upper Oaks Community 
Brethren in Christ Church, will be minis-
tering in Nepal with TEAM. 
Daily we hear them ask questions in 
the context of "when we are in Nepal...." 
Along with Kerry and me, our sons Ben-
jamin and Joshua have adopted the mind-
set of living somewhere else. It 's amazing 
how trusting and confident they are in 
their parents with such a huge move 
ahead. It reminds me of how I need to 
relate to my Heavenly Father in trusting 
him with my future. Like the boys, I don't 
really know what lies ahead, but I can 
have a close walk with the Lord and know 
that he has my best interest in mind. 
After having most of their injections 
for the move, Ben and Josh (like Kerry 
and me) came down with some weird 
viruses over a couple of weeks. Except 
for that, the boys have been doing great. 
Ben finished his Junior Kindergarten year 
ahead of his class in a number of areas 
including reading, math, at tention to 
detail, and computers. Joshua has been 
very helpful at home and is showing how 
much he likes to work with his hands. 
Please pray that Kerry and I will be 
able to provide stability and consistency 
for the boys during the next few months. 
Looking back 
Abe and lrma Pankratz completed a 
three-year term in August at Macha Sec-
ondary School in Zambia. 
God has truly been good to us here in 
Zambia and we have grown in our spiri-
tual pilgrimage a lot in these last three 
years. Our lives have been touched in 
ways that most likely could never have 
happened at home in Canada. And we 
shall cherish the friends and brothers and 
sisters in the Lord that we have had the 
privilege to get to know. We shall take so 
much more with us when we leave than 
what we brought, but we shall also leave 
a part of us behind and this will help to 
keep our memories alive. We shall not 
forget Macha, Choma, and Zambia—the 
school, the church, the brothers and sisters 
in the Lord—because all of them have 
become part of us and we part of them. 
We shall miss them, but we have also 
missed our family, our church, and our 
friends at home and we long to be with 
them again. Our roots are still in Canada. 
TIMS sends two 
cross-cultural 
teams 
Teens in Missionary Service is a ministry 
of the Christian Retreat Center in Penn-
sylvania. 
On June 27, a group of young adults 
came to the Christian Retreat Center for 
two days of leadership training in antici-
pation of the arrival of their teams on June 
30. Each leader shared his or her expec-
tations and some anxiety as Team Train-
ing Week approached. On Sunday after-
noon, team members began to appear at 
camp and there was much excitement in 
the air. Monday morning came very early 
as teams ran through the obstacle course 
at 6:00 a.m. The schedule only proved to 
intensify as the days went by—times of 
training, preparation, and team building. 
The following Monday began even 
earl ier as the eleven members of the 
Nava jo team left for Dulles Airport , 
beginning two weeks of work and min-
istry to the Navajo mission in New Mex-
ico (Charlie and Leone Byers are the res-
ident missionaries). Later that evening the 
six-member Zimbabwe team also depart-
ed from Dulles for three weeks of service 
and ministry (Don and Becky Shenk 
serve as resident missionaries). 
While in New Mexico, the Navajo 
team participated in church services, did 
painting projects in preparation for the 
drug and alcohol rehabilitation program, 
helped with ladies sewing circle and gym 
nights, and led two five-day clubs during 
which f ive Navajo children accepted 
Christ. 
The Zimbabwe team used their mason-
ry t r a in ing as they worked wi th an 
African contractor building an outdoor 
kitchen for the Ekuphileni school. They 
also participated in church services and 
had a real ministry of encouragement 
among the Zimbabwean believers. 
Both t eams re turned to c a m p f o r 
Debrief with reports of how the Lord had 
touched their hearts and challenged their 
own walk with him. The missionaries 
with whom they had ministered expressed 
deep appreciation for the work and min-
istries of both teams. 
(Note: Brethren in Christ World Mis-
sions is pleased to endorse the TIMS min-
istry. We give encouragement and coun-
cil, provide exposure opportunities, and 




Steve Newcomer, Matopo, Zimbabwe 
The weekend of June 29 was the first 
Brethren in Christ M e n ' s Fel lowship 
Retreat in Zimbabwe. It was conducted at 
Matopo. There were 225 men who par-
ticipated. Most of the men enjoyed the 
weekend and are talking positively about 
another gathering next year. One of the 
highlights was a braii (barbecue) down 
beside the dam. It was a lovely setting in 
the bright sunshine on the rocks. It took 
about two hours to roast the 100 pounds 
of meat that had been provided. 
Sitting around and eating and drink-
ing is a typical cultural activity of the 
African man. I enjoyed listening to the 
discussions and seeing how the men inter-
acted when there were no women present. 
I was also very thankful that some men 
from Fairview Avenue (Waynesboro, Pa.) 
had responded to a request to sponsor 
some local men who would not have 
attended due to the relatively high regis-
tration fee (US$5). They made it possible 
for 20 men to take part in the activities. It 
is very encouraging to see the way that all 
things work together. • 
QUESTION: What costs less than 
a cup of tea and a biscuit, is 
much better for your health, 
and is delivered to your 
house each month? 
ANSWER: Each monthly issue of 
the Evangelical Visitor. 
C O N C L U S I O N : YOU want to re-
new your subscription TODAY! 
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Four Brethren in Christ from Africa in 
IVEP assignments in North America 
Two young people from Zambia and 
two from Zimbabwe are among the sixty-
two youth from 25 countries participating 
in the c u r r e n t I n t e r n a t i o n a l V i s i t o r 
Exchange Program (IVEP) sponsored by 
MCC. 
This one-year cultural exchange and 
vocational training program promotes 
international friendship through person-
to-person contact between young people 
from around the world and North Ameri-
can Mennonites and Brethren in Christ. 
Most participants spend six months living 
in one North American location, meet for 
a mid-term reunion, and then spend six 
months volunteering at a second location. 
Thobekile Dube of Bulawayo, Zim-
babwe, is beginning a six-month IVEP 
assignment in Goshen, Ind., working as a 
post office management intern at Goshen 
College. 
Fel l i s tus M u n a k o m b w e of Ndola , 
Zambia, is beginning a six-month IVEP 
assignment in Hatfield, Pa., working as a 
social service intern in geriatrics at Dock 
Meadows. 
Arnold Mwaanga of Choma, Zambia, 
is beginning a six-month IVEP assign-
ment in Mount Joy, Pa., working as a 
Dube Munakombwe 
Mwaanga Nyati 
teaching intern at Kraybill Mennonite 
School. 
Letus Nyati of Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, 
is beginning a six-month IVEP assign-
ment in Scottdale, Pa., working as a bank-
ing intern at Pennsylvania Mennonite 
Federal Credit Union. • 
Dana Bicksler begins 
MCC assignment in 
Washington, D.C. 
Dana M. Bicksler of Harrisburg, Pa., 
most recently of Mechanicsburg, Pa., is 
beginning a two-year MCC assignment 
in W a s h i n g t o n , 
D.C. , w h e r e she 
will work as a leg-
islative assis tant 
fo r d o m e s t i c 
a f fa i r s . B icks l e r 
received a bache-
l o r ' s d e g r e e in 
social work f rom 
Messiah College, 
and was last employed at the Philadel-
phia campus as a receptionist. She is a 
member of the Grantham (Pa.) Brethren 
in Christ Church. Her parents are Dale 
and Harriet Bicksler of Mechanicsburg. 
MCC is the service, development, and 
relief agency of North American Menno-
nite and Brethren in Christ churches. Each 
year about 475 people enter MCC assign-
ments in any of the more than 50 coun-
tries in which MCC serves. Currently 
about 900 MCC workers serve in assign-
ments such as community development, 
education, food production, and adminis-
tration. Many work directly with local 
churches or community groups. 
Mike Longacre to 
Germany with 
Intermenno program 
M i k e L o n g a c r e , of Dry 
Run, Pa., is beginning a one-
year term with the Intermenno 
program in Germany, where he 
will work as a farm laborer 
with the Foth family. He will 
p r o b a b l y m o v e to a n o t h e r 
placement in the same country 
for the second half of the year. 
A graduate of Lancas te r 
(Pa.) Mennonite High School, he is affil-
iated with the Air Hill Brethren in Christ 
Church in Chambersburg, Pa. His parents locations. 
Messiah Village 
reorganization 
Emerson L. Lesher, President of Mes-
siah Village, a continuing care retirement 
c o m m u n i t y in M e c h a n i c s b u r g , Pa . , 
recently announced a management reor-
ganization. Three persons were named as 
Vice Presidents. 
J o h n F i n l e y 
was a p p o i n t e d 
Vice President of 
R e s o u r c e s and 
Ch ie f F i n a n c i a l 
Officer. Previous-




burg, Pa. He holds a Masters Degree in 
Business Administration from Shippens-
burg University. 
Linford Good 
was promoted to 
Vice President of 
Marketing. He has 
been Director of 
Planning and Mar-
keting at Messiah 
V i l l a g e s ince 
1985. He holds a 
Masters Degree in 
Publ ic Adminis -
tration from Penn 
State. 
John Fry was 
promoted to Vice 
President of Oper-
a t i o n s . He has 
been Director of 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Services at Messiah Village since 1988. 
He brings years of experience in con-
struction and facility management. 
Mary Lou Begley continues as Vice 
President of Resident and Client Services. 
She has held this position since 1987. • 
are David and Ruth Ann Lon-
gacre of Dry Run. 
Longacre is one of twenty-
four North American young 
people participating this year 
in the In te rmenno Tra inee 
program. Participants spend 
the year in a European coun-
try, working and living with 
European Mennonites, learn-
ing to know Europeans firsthand. Most 
participants spend six months each in two 
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Qkurck Mews 
Pastors' orientation 
held Oct. 5-7 
N e w p a s t o r s a n d c h u r c h 
leaders attended an orientation 
for new pastors on Oct . 5-7 . 
Twenty-one pastors in the first 
year of an initial ass ignment 
w i th the B r e t h r e n in Chr i s t 
came f r o m across the United 
States and C a n a d a to part ic-
ipate. Members of the Leader-
ship Counci l served as the pri-
mary resource persons. 
Leadership Council 
meets Oct. 6-8 
The denomina t ion ' s Lead-
e r s h i p C o u n c i l m e t at t h e 
church o f f i c e s in G r a n t h a m , 
Pa., on Oct. 6-8. 
The council is composed of 
the ten church leaders entrust-
ed with major areas of church 
l i fe—miss ions , church plant-
ing, congrega t iona l deve lop-
ment , c o m m u n i c a t i o n , s tew-
ardship, and overall leadership. 
S p e c i f i c a l l y , the c o u n c i l is 
c o m p o s e d of the Modera to r , 
G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y , t he f i v e 
b i s h o p s of r e g i o n a l c o n f e r -
ences, and the executive direc-
tors of missions, s tewardship. 
Sessions introduced pastors 
to the history, theology, vision, 
and practice of the denomina-
t ion . T h e m i s s i o n and min -
istries of the church were pre-
sented. Issues of accountabili-
ty, pastoral practice, and "con-
nections" with the church were 
discussed. New pastors had the 
opportunity to tour the church 
offices, Messiah College, and 
M e s s i a h Vi l l age . T h e even t 
c o n c l u d e d wi th a service of 
Communion . g 
and media ministries. 
At this fall meeting, one of 
four per year, the council re-
viewed goals and plans related 
to the denomina t ion ' s vision 
statement, considered opportu-
nities and needs related to pas-
t o r a l p l a c e m e n t , d i s c u s s e d 
w a y s to s t i m u l a t e r e n e w a l 
among congregations, and of-
fe red perspect ive on interest 
rates on Jacob Engle Founda-
tion loans. In addi t ion , they 
a g r e e d to e x p e d i t e S p a n i s h 
t ranslat ion of the denomina-
t i o n ' s d o c t r i n a l s t a t e m e n t , 
wrestled with issues raised by 
conflicted congregations, and 
developed a revised fo rm for 
pastors' profiles (resumes). • 
Allegheny Conference 
September 29 was Rally Day at 
the Chambersburg, Pa., church 
with Pam Stonebraker, guest. • On 
Sept. 15 Anita Kelly, Matthew 
Oliver, and the Philadelphia team 
reported to the Fairview Ave. con-
gregation, Waynesboro, Pa., about 
their summer missions endeavors. 
• Twelve persons were baptized 
Sept. 15 into the fellowship of the 
Five Forks church, Waynesboro, 
with 18 new members received 
Sept. 22. • A "Body and Soul" aer-
obics class began Sept. 3 at the 
Hollowell church, Waynesboro. 
Jews for Jesus Singers aided in the 
Sept. 8 worship service. • On Sept. 
29 the Martinsburg. Pa., church 
hosted an S-2 meal and singing, 
with a message by Jim Stauffer, 
Allegheny Conference member of 
the General Conference Board. 
Abe and Mildred Yoder shared 
on Sept. 1 with the Mt. Tabor con-
gregation, Mercersburg, Pa., about 
their service in Bulawayo at the 
guest house. • The Mt. Rock con-
gregation, Shippensburg, Pa., had a 
two-hour teacher training event 
Sept. 27. The first congregational 
concert of prayer was Sept. 21. • 
The New Guilford congregation. 
Chambersburg, has begun sharing 
prayer answers five minutes before 
the start of each morning worship 
service. • Projects by enthusiastic 
Sunday school classes of the West 
Side church, Chambersburg, have 
significantly reduced the debt on the 
new Christian Life Fellowship Cen-
ter. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Circle of Hope congrega-
tion, Philadelphia, Pa., celebrated 
their fall reopening with worship 
Sept. 15 and a concert by Ghoti 
Hook. • The Koinonia fellowship 
group of the Elizabethtown, Pa., 
church hosted a Sept. 7 barbecue 
with proceeds earmarked for the 
deacons' special needs fund. On 
Sept. 8 Deb Kreider spoke about 
her mission service in Alaska. • 
The Tuesday women's group of the 
Fairland church, Cleona, Pa., 
recently did a study of "How Can I 
Love Those Prickly People?" "The 
Homecoming" was shown Sept. 15. 
• Luke Keefer Sr. led Sept. 15-17 
revival services for the Free Grace 
church, Millersburg, Pa. 
The Hershey. Pa., congregation 
hosted Hoops for Him on Sept. 7, 
raising $800 for the Children's Mir-
acle Network. People sponsored 
kids for the number of baskets they 
could make in 10 minutes. The 
church also hosted the Sept. 21 
women's retreat, "Safe in His 
Arms" with Betty Charles. • On 
Sept. 24 the Lancaster, Pa., church 
began a support group for widowed, 
divorced, and separated persons. A 
sermon series this fall focused on 
the Sermon on the Mount. • The 
Manor church, Mountville, Pa., 
cancelled their Sept. 29 evening 
activities so members could partic-
ipate as counselors, ushers, teach-
ers, and childcare workers at 
Encounter 96 evangelistic tent 
meetings. 
On the evening of Sept. 15, 
Rhoda Stauffer Oberholtzer pre-
sented "Scripture Interpretation in 
Floral Design" for the Masterson-
ville church, Manheim, Pa. • The 
youth of the Millersville, Pa., con-
gregation had a back-to-school 
party Sept. 21. Children's Bible 
clubs began Oct. 2. • Two persons 
were baptized and two new mem-
bers received into the Montours-
ville. Pa., church on Sept. 15. All-
church bowling was Sept. 27. • 
Musicians from His Image were in 
concert Sept. 8 at the New Cove-
nant church, Quakertown, Pa. • 
Sept. 15 was Kids' Day at the New 
Joy church, Akron, Pa., with puppet 
and music ministry by Lynn Somers 
and Friends. 
Roger Witter spoke at the Sept. 
18 MPF meeting of the Palmyra. 
Pa., church about helping to build a 
church in Nicaragua. • On Sept. 29 
the Pequea congregation, Lancas-
ter, saw the film "The Homecom-
ing." Oct. 13 was missions day with 
Mike and Sherry Holland. • Pastor 
Shank of the Refton, Pa., church 
spoke in September on "Lessons 
from the Life of David." • The Bring 
A Friend Day service Oct. 20 at the 
Skyline View church, Harrisburg, 
Pa., was followed by a pizza party. 
• The Summit View church. New 
Holland, Pa., had a mini "Phones 
For You" calling blitz in September 
with a goal of 5,000 calls. 
Canadian Conference 
On Sept. 29 Gloria Nafziger 
spoke in the evening service of the 
Bertie church, Stevensville, Ont., 
about problems and joys of refugees 
in Canada. • The Bridlewood 
church, Agincourt, Ont., had Friend 
Day Sept. 22 with a carry-in lunch. 
A C o m m u n i t y Sp i r i t by 
A new limited-
edition print, 
A Community Spirit, 
by world-renowned 
artist P. Buckley 
Moss is available 
from MCC. The 
total purchase price 
benefits the people 
of Africa through 
MCC's relief and 
development work. 
Buy your signed, 
numbered, 18" x 
24" print for $275 
Cdn./$200 U.S. plus 
$6.85 Cdn./$5 U.S. 
shipping. PA residents add 6% sales 
tax ($12). Your purchase does not 
qualify as a charitable contribution. 
Contact Peter Passage at MCC (717) 
859-3889 or pcp@mccus.org. 
V Mennonite 
r Central 
^ ^ Committee 
Mennonite Central Committee 
21 South 12th Street, PO Box 500 
Akron, PA 17501-0500 
(717) 859-1151 (717) 859-3889 
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• The Cross Roads congregation, 
Guelph, Ont., had VBS for ages 5-
12 Aug. 26-30 on the theme "The 
Jesus Experience." • The Delisle, 
Sask., church planned a mini-carni-
val for Sept. 14 as a community out-
reach. Ron Lofthouse did a "Phones 
For You" training session on Sept. 
15. • On Sept. 8 the Heise Hill 
church, Gormley, Ont., had fall 
roundup with puppeteers Dick and 
Carol Home. A lunch hosted by the 
youth followed with proceeds going 
toward YouthQuest expenses. 
On Sept. 15 the Houghton 
church, Langton, Ont., held a com-
missioning service for their new 
associate pastoral couple, Paul and 
Cathy Pennelton. • The Tuesday 
and Wednesday groups of the 
Kindersley, Sask., church are study-
ing "Christian Character" and 
"Through the Bible." • Beginning 
Sept. 19 the Orchard Creek 
church, St. Catharines, Ont., hosted 
a 12-week Moms & Tots program 
on Tuesdays. • The Port Colborne, 
Ont., church planned their Sunday 
school kickoff and picnic for Sept. 8 
at Cedar Bay Park. Peter Kentie 
began Sept. 1 as associate pastor for 
youth ministry. 
Debbie Willick spoke at the 
Sept. 19 women's supper of the 
Sherkston, Ont., church. • On Sept. 
7 the Springvale. Ont.. congrega-
tion had a welcome-home celebra-
tion for Dwight Hall after two 
months of VS at Camp Kahquah. • 
The Upper Oaks church, Oakville, 
Ont., had a farewell reception Sept. 
22 for Craig, Laura, Tori, Nicholas, 
and Matthew Sider. • Sept. 8 was 
Family Celebration Day at the 
Wainfleet, Ont., church with conti-
nental breakfast, Sunday school 
rally, and visual arts presentation. 
Central Conference 
Stark Co. Family Court Judge 
David Stucki testified and gave 
music ministry on Friend Day, Sept. 
29, at the Amherst church, Massil-
lon, Ohio. • The youth of the Chris-
tian Union church. Garrett, Ind., 
had a successful garage sale on Sept. 
6-7. • The Sept. 22 picnic of the 
Highland congregation. West Mil-
ton, Ohio, included a music team 
from the Gethsemane Brethren in 
Christ Church, clowns, and drama 
by the youth. • On Sept. 8 the 
Mooretown congregation, San-
dusky, Mich., saw the film "The 
Homecoming." Melvin Stauffer was 
guest speaker Sept. 22 on "Keeping 
the Faith." • The Morrison, 111., 
congregation had an ice cream 
social and Softball fellowship Sept. 
15. A singspiration and testimonies 
service was Sept. 29. 
Joseph and Laura Fox were in-
stalled October 13 as pastoral couple 
of the Nappanee, Ind., congrega-
tion. • Paul Race was speaker Sept. 
22 for the Northgate fellowship, 
Tipp City, Ohio. • On Sept. 22 
Bruce Glick, director of MCC Great 
Lakes, spoke to the Pleasant Hill, 
Ohio, congregation. • Atlee Hersh-
berger was installed Sept. 8 as pastor 
of the Sippo Valley church, Mas-
sillon, Ohio. • The Union Grove 
church. New Paris, Ind., hosted the 
Oct. 5 Michiana women's retreat 
with speaker Karen Clouse on "Cir-
cle of Love." • A group of men 
from the Wooster, Ohio, church 
went to Promise Keepers in Cleve-
land on Sept. 21. A mixed trio from 
Wooster participated in the Northern 
Ohio churches singspiration at 
Christ Chapel church, Ravenna, 
Ohio. 
Midwest Conference 
Paul and Audry Eberhard spoke 
Sept. 8 about their service in Hon-
duras to the Abilene, Kan., congre-
gation. A kickoff supper for His 
Clubs was held Sept. 4. Sewing cir-
cle resumed on Sept. 19. • The 
Rosebank congregation, Hope, 
Kan., organized a community event 
for Sept. 8 at which Dr. and Mrs. 
Jack Poe of the Oklahoma City 
police department chaplaincy gave 
their firsthand account of rescue 
work after the Federal Building 
bombing. • Pictures were taken 
Sept. 17-18 for the new directory of 
the Zion church, Abilene. Small 
groups resumed meeting in October. 
Pacific Conference 
The Chino. Calif., church began 
a "World Watchers" video class in 
September with an evangelistic 
thrust. The church hosted a "Walk 
Through the New Testament" Sept. 
1 with teacher Hal Hayes. • Pastor 
Garver's Labor Day message Sept. 1 
at the Pacific Highway church, 
Salem, Ore., was "Thank God It's 
Monday" from Col. 3:22-25. • The 
Upland, Calif., church hosted a 
wills and trusts seminar Sept. 14 
with Lane Hostetter and Jerry 
Newell; and the Pacific Conference 
Women's Ministries continental 
breakfast and dress party entitled 
"God's Designs for Missions." • 
The Walnut. Calif., congregation 
recently gave 241 bars of soap and 9 
sewing kits to MCC for Bosnia 
relief. 
Southeast Conference 
The Bloomington Chapel 
church, Columbia, Ky., hosted the 
Sept. 21 women's retreat with Ivette 
Soto speaking on "The Little Things 
in Life that Bug You." • Four per-
E.V. Timelines 
1 0 0 Years Ago 
November 1, 1896—W. R. Smith, of Coyville, Kans., in 
an article entitled "How Old Art Thou?": "If we have right-
ly used the days gone by, the precious gift of life, there 
should be no reason to regret our growing old; ' for age is not 
decay, but only the ripening of the new l i fe ' : a wonderful 
state indeed, in which we may be prepared for the glorious 
gift of immortal i ty." 
7 5 Years Ago 
November 21, 1921—D. E. Jennings, in a report f r om 
Bethel Mission (Sylvatus, Va.): "The devil has tried hard to 
swamp the Gospel boat here, but thank God when [the peo-
ple in Virginia] saw that they were only hanging with fl im-
sy hold upon the outside of the boat, they made desperate 
cries to the Master of the boat and He gently took them in 
and cleaned them up and purged them, so now their testi-
mony is on the hallelujah side!" 
5 0 Years Ago 
November 18, 1946—A report on the Oct. 20 corner-
stone laying service for a stockroom and warehouse addition 
to the E.V. Publishing House in Nappanee, Ind.: "Brother 
V.L. Stump envisioned this as early as 1941, when there 
was a special drive of selling bricks during the General 
Conference held in Indiana.... The general manager, Bro. 
H.G. Brubaker, spoke of the great need for the new addi-
tion.... A mixed quartet composed of Alva Saltzman, Erma 
Hoke, Jesse Heise, and Paul Witter sang 'Loyalty to Christ. ' 
Bishop Carl Stump delivered the cornerstone laying ser-
mon.... The benediction prayer was offered by the printing 
manager, Erwin Thomas ." 
25 Years Ago 
November 25, 1971—In an editorial entitled "Compas-
sion Fatigue," John Zercher writes: "It is easy for me to 
become a bit cynical when I hear the suggestion that our 
mission budget is getting out of hand. The analogy is some-
times used of the tail 'wagging the dog. ' Well , if a f i f teen 
cent c u p of c o f f e e a day f r o m each m e m b e r wags the 
dog.. .poor dog! Yes, f i f teen cents a day f rom each member 
would over-subscribe the Mission Board ' s budget. In fact it 
would come within $4,000 of covering the approved oper-
ating budgets for all our general church agencies and insti-
tutions. So I confess the temptation to cynicism when I 
know how people give and how they live. And I admit to a 
sense of conviction when I know how I give and how I 
live." 
10 Years Ago 
November 1986—Debbie Fast Wiebe, in an article enti-
tled "Beyond the struggle to give thanks": "If my thanks is 
simply a response to the 'good ' gifts of God, i t ' s incon-
ceivable to offer joyfu l thanks in pain or anger. But in the 
context of a relationship, I am assured in the knowledge of 
G o d ' s goodness. The revealed nature of God is a promise 
that all f r om him is part of that goodness. In this assurance 
I am able to truly 'be joyfu l a lways ' and 'give thanks in all 
circumstances. ' I ' m not reacting to something, but respond-
ing f rom within." 
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sons were baptized Sept. 8 into the 
fellowship of the Grace Commu-
nity church. Lawrenceville, Ga. • 
The Holden Park church, Orlando, 
Fla., had a carry-in meal Sept. 15 
after a service in which the Eber-
hards spoke about Honduran mis-
sions. • On Sept. 15 the youth of 
the Millerfields congregation, 
Columbia, Ky., hosted an evening 
service with the Johnson Sisters 
singers, and speaker Brandon Good-
in. • On Sept. 8, Jay Smith spoke of 
his work among the Muslims in 
London to the Pomeroy Chapel 
congregation, Smithville, Tenn. • 
The Rolling Acres church. McMin-
nville, Tenn., recently finished a 
revamping project which included 
resealing the parking lot. 
Susquehanna Conference 
The Carlisle. Pa., church has a 
new nine-week PACE support 
group (Post-Abortion Care and 
Encouragement). On Sept. 28 the 
ladies' morning out was brunch and 
a tour of an area historic home. • 
The Cedar Grove congregation, 
Mifflintown, Pa., planned rustic 
camping for Sept. 20-22 near 
Thompsontown. The teens had a 
yard sale Sept. 21. • The Dillsburg, 
Pa., congregation planned a retreat 
for Sept. 20-21 at Roxbury Holiness 
Camp. Six persons were baptized 
Sept. 29. 
The Fairview congregation. 
New Cumberland, Pa., realized 
$2,400 profit from a Sept. 21 




by Donald R. Zook 
Donald R. Zook is the chief 
executive officer of the Jacob 
Engle Foundation. 
Cooperative Ministries 
Receipts, Year to Date January 1-September 30,1996 
United States Canada 
1996 1995 1996 1995 
Proportionate 1.406.976 1.356.533 234.578 282.799 
Congregational 1,339,613 1,273,389 234,578 282,662 
Individual 67,363 83,144 0 137 
Designated and 
Direct Giving 424.018 422.284 10.623 12.955 
Congregational 185,762 224,769 7,370 3,007 
Individual 238,256 197,515 3,253 9,878 
Total to Date 1.830.994 1.778.817 245.201 295.754 
Total Budget 3.781.056 3.735.410 472,000 510.000 
Received to Date 48.5% 47.7% 52% 58% 
The Brethren in Christ Church, through the Planned Giving office, assists 
members and friends of the church in planning with a biblical perspective for the 
accumulation and distribution of assets. 
The primary areas of activity relate to wills and estate planning. This often 
includes Brethren in Christ ministries and other qualified agencies. 
The purpose of the Planned Giving office is to give this assistance without 
undue influence to help brothers and sisters achieve their objectives. It is hoped 
through this assistance that resources for the Lord's work will become available 
through the generosity and commitment to these people. 
This is the story of Jacob and Mary Kuhns. 
In 1943, Jacob and Mary Kuhns were able to purchase two adjoining farms of 
120 acres about one mile north of Messiah College campus. They lived on that 
farm for 51 years while Jacob taught at Messiah College and then later at a nearby 
public high school. Over the years, some portions of the farm were sold, but the 
homestead stayed in the family, which made it possible for Jacob and Mary to 
continue living there into Jacob's retirement. After he passed away, Mary moved 
to an apartment at Messiah Village. At that time she was ready to experience the 
freedom of transferring the responsibility of managing the real estate. 
From their early years together, Jacob and Mary had a desire to be open to the 
service and ministry to which God might call them. It was this desire to be of ser-
vice that led to Jacob's teaching at the Ontario Bible School in Gormley, Ontario 
(now known as Niagara Christian Collegiate), and then at Messiah College. 
Jacob's teaching at Messiah College was interrupted for three years when he 
accepted the call to serve the denomination as managing editor of Evangel Press. 
Mary had a major concern when contemplating the sale of her now much-
appreciated-in-value farmland. In keeping with the desire she and Jacob had in 
their years together to be faithful in stewardship and service, she wanted the 
income derived from the sale of this property to benefit some organizations of 
Christian outreach. 
Having previous knowledge of the investment services of the Jacob Engle 
Foundation, an arm of the Brethren in Christ Church, Mary consulted Don Zook 
and Lane Hostetter about the procedures for placing some 
income from the sale of the farmland into this Foundation. 
This gifting opportunity, in the form of a Charitable Remain-
der Unitrust, provides Mary with some lifetime income, a 
charitable tax deduction, and the wonderful sense of continu-
ing to satisfy the lifelong goals of Jacob and Mary to be of 
service to their church and their Lord. 
We are here to help. 
We are eager to see you experience the spiritual growth, 
abiding joy, and personal satisfaction that come from know-
ing you have done your part with what you have for the fur-
therance of Christ's mission here on earth. 
To benefit from this service, simply write or call the 
Director of Planned Giving, S. Lane Hostetter, P.O. Box 290, 
Grantham, PA 17027, phone (717) 697-2634. Our steward-
ship people are trained to help you meet your objectives. 
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yard/bake sale. Ken Gibson was pre-
senter for a Sept. 15 Christian work-
ers seminar for every person with a 
church assignment. • Pioneer Clubs 
for grades 1-12 opening night at the 
Jemison Valley church, Westfield, 
Pa., was Sept. 4. • Mike Holland 
brought the Sept. 8 message to the 
Locust Grove congregation, York, 
Pa. Charles Melhorn spoke on Sept. 
15. • Don and Becky Shenk spoke 
in the Sept. 15 service of the 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., church. • The 
Sept. 15-22 missions conference of 
the Messiah Village church, 
Mechanicsburg, featured 14 differ-
ent speakers. 
On Oct. 6 the Redland Valley 
church, York Haven, Pa., took an 
offering for the expenses of Dale 
and Dianne Brantner, leaving for 
Buiawayo, Zimbabwe. • The Wes-
ley church. Mt. Holly Springs, Pa., 
had a baptismal service Sept. 15 at 
the pool in the Messiah Village 
nursing area. A food stand, bazaar 
table, and used clothing sale were 
the church's contribution to the 
Holly Fall Festival. • On Sept. 4 the 
West Shore congregation, Mechan-
icsburg, had an outdoor gospel con-




Brandis: Zachary Andrew, June 
9; Jason and Tami Brandis, New 
Covenant congregation, Pa. 
Braun: Noah Michael. Sept. 21; 
Joseph and Kimberly (Schlemmer) 
Braun, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Catlin: Austin Curtis, Aug. 7; 
Terry and Jan (Byer) Catlin, Upland 
congregation, Calif. 
Eyster: Hannah Lynn, Sept. 10; 
Shawn and Shelly Eyster, Dillsburg 
congregation, Pa. 
Hess: Brianna Nicole, Aug. 28; 
Brian and Margaret-Ann (Kolessar) 
Hess, Pequea congregation. Pa. 
Hess: Cameron Edward, Sept. 1; 
Edward and Michel (Burke) Hess, 
Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Johnson: Adam Michael, Sept. 
15; Steve and Sherry Johnson, Zion 
congregation, Kan. 
Knauss: Rebecca Marie, Sept. 
3; Don and Karey Knauss, Zion con-
gregation, Kan. 
Koffel: Andrew Scott, Aug. 21; 
Shannon and Wandis (Landis) Kof-
fel, New Covenant congregation, Pa. 
Lochstampfor: Benjamin 
Edward, Sept. 6; Paul and Angella 
November 1996 
Lochstampfor, Five Forks congre-
gation, Pa. 
Martin: Elizabeth Anne, July 
15; Tony and Anne Martin. Antrim 
congregation, Pa. 
Miller: Ty Robert, Sept. 16; 
Trent and Stephanie (Wenger) 
Miller, Mechanicsburg congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Neff: Christopher Dylan, Sept. 
23; Rick and Evelyn (Ritter) Neff, 
Manor congregation, Pa. 
Peris: Matthew Logan, Aug. 24; 
Chris and Delaine (Shenk) Peris, 
Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Poillon: Lauren Anne, July 5; 
Richard and Diane (Thomas) Poil-
lon, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Reist: Julia Marie, Sept. 1; John 
and Shellaine (Boltz) Reist, Fairland 
congregation. Pa. 
Shetterly: Ethan Joel, Sept. 5; 
Steve and Rachael (Yoder) Shetter-
ly, Chambersburg congregation. Pa. 
Watkins: Aaron Thomas, Sept. 
14; Mark and Sarina Watkins, New 
Covenant congregation, Pa. 
Weidman: Allison Marie. Sept. 
1 1; Bill and Bonnie Weidman, 
Millersville congregation, Pa. 
Zimmerman: Hannah Jane, 
Aug. 28; Martin and Marcie (Berg-
er) Zimmerman, Antrim congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Weddings 
Banzhof - Smith: Brenda Carol, 
daughter of Clyde H. Smith Sr. and 
Thelma Smith, Millersville, Pa., and 
John Michael, son of Nancy 
Banzhof. Lancaster. Pa., Sept. 14, 
at Pequea Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Roy J. Peterman officiat-
ing. 
Bruno - Whitman: Vena Whit-
man and Joe Bruno, Sept. 14, at St. 
John Lutheran with Rev. Joe Hyatt 
officiating. 
Groff - Brinkman: Karen L., 
daughter of Kenneth and Catharine 
Brinkman, Lancaster, Pa., and Brian 
T. Groff , son of M. Wade and 
Dorothy Groff, Lancaster. Sept. 14, 
at Manor Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz officiat-
ing. 
Haas - Greville: Crystal Lynne, 
daughter of Robert and Mary Gre-
ville, Crystal Beach, Ont., and 
James Andrew, son of Martin and 
Audrey Haas, Ridgeway, Ont., Aug. 
17, at Sherkston Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Leonard J. 
Chester officiating. 
Heisey - Groff: Melissa Lynne 
Groff, daughter of Tony and Jean 
Himelright, East Petersburg, Pa., 
and Chad Paul Heisey, son of Char-
lie and Renee Barrett, Lancaster, 
Pa., and Paul and Debbie Heisey, 
Washington Boro, Pa.. Sept. 6, at 
Manor Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz officiat-
ing. 
Johns - Read: Melanie Autumn, 
daughter of Richard and Carol Read, 
Lansdale, Pa., and Paul Andrew, son 
of Terry and Helen Johns, Nappa-
nee, Ind., Oct. 12, at Doylestown 
Baptist Church with Rev. Lynn Sny-
der officiating. 
Okonowski - Cockell: Dawn 
Lynne, daughter of Donald and 
Dianne Cockell, Wainfleet, Ont., 
and Warren Anthony, son of Adam 
and Beverly Okonowski. Palgrave, 
Ont., Aug. 31, at Wainfleet Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Ted 
Stimers officiating. 
Pack - Bratcher: Tina Reena, 
daughter of Donnie and Patricia 
Bratcher. Smithville, Tenn.. and 
Kenneth Dale, son of Rita Malone, 
Liberty, Tenn., and the late Terry 
Pack, Aug. 24, at Pomeroy Chapel 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Bobby N. Jones officiating. 
Reid - Stauffer: Amy Rebecca, 
daughter of David and Rebecca 
Stauffer, Sandusky. Mich., and 
Bryon Roger, son of Eugene and 
Myrtle Reid, Carsonville, Mich., 
Sept. 21, at Mooretown Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Melvin E. 
Stauffer officiating. 
Smith - Kiss: Penny Ava. 
daughter of Frank and Catharine 
Kiss, Wellandport, Ont., and Robert 
Bruce, son of Derwyn and Mary 
Smith, Welland, Ont., Aug. 2, at 
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Charles Mashinter offici-
ating. 
Teal - Hoekert: Jessica Miran-
da, daughter of Eibert and Nolda 
Hoekert, Fremont, Mich., and 
Christopher Garett, son of Gary and 
Shirley Teal, Hagersville, Ont., Sept. 
14, at Springvale Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Rick Silvestro and 
Rev. Reimer Praamsma officiating. 
Obituaries 
Clippinger: Thelma P. Clip-
pinger, born Aug. 7, 1917, daughter 
of Amos and Margie V. Myers Ben-
der, died Aug. 19. Preceding her in 
death were a daughter; a brother; 
and a sister. Surviving are her hus-
band, L. Wayne Clippinger; a 
daughter, Janet Painter; a foster 
daughter, Barbara Harper; a grand-
son; and five foster grandchildren. 
Thelma was retired from H. J. Heinz 
Co. and Knouse Foods. She was a 
member of the Chambersburg 
church, Pa., where the funeral ser-
vice was held with Rev. Kevin Wit-
ter officiating. Interment was in Air 
Hill Cemetery. 
CALENDAR 
OF REGIONAL AND GENERAL CONFERENCE EVENTS 
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., unless otherwise noted. For 
more information, contact the denominational office, P.O. Box 290, Grantham, 
Pa. 17027: phone (717) 697-2634. 
Nov. 18 Commission on Ministry and Doctrine 
Nov. 27-Dec. 1 Messiah College Thanksgiving Recess 
Dec. 21-Jan. 12 Messiah College Winter Recess 
Dec. 27-30 YouthQuest '96: "Dream Big-Live 
Large"—Tamiment. Pa. 
1 9 9 7 
Jan. 6-12 Mennonite World Conference— 
Calcutta, India 
Jan. 13-19 International Brethren in Christ 
Fellowship—Bihar, India 
Feb. 18-20 Leadership Council 
Feb. 21-22 General Conference Board 
Feb. 28-Mar. 1 Board for Stewardship Services 
Mar. 8 Pacific Regional Conference— 
Pacific Christian Center, Upland, Calif. 
Mar. 15 Central Regional Conference— 
New Vision Fellowship, Waukesha, Wise. 
Mar. 15 Midwest Regional Conference— 
Bethany BIC, Thomas, Okla. 
Mar. 22 Atlantic Regional Conference— 
Refton BIC, Refton, Pa. 
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Enterline: Donald L. Enterline, 
born Sept. 20, 1954, son of Roy F. 
and Evelyn Eckman Enterline, died 
Aug. 25. Surviving are his wife, 
Pamela J. (Groff); three sons, Jason 
S., Adam S., and Kristopher S.; a 
sister. Janice M. Myer; and a broth-
er. Robert L. Don worked as a heavy 
equipment operator for B.N. Exca-
vating. He was a former coach of 
the Washington Boro Lions Little 
League, and officer of Goodwill Fire 
Company. At the Manor church. Pa., 
where he was a member, he had 
served at the information desk for 
10 years, and played on the basket-
ball and baseball teams. The service 
was held at the church with Rev. 
Robert L. Sheetz and Rev. Brian L. 
Funk officiating. Interment was in 
Creswell Cemetery. 
Ferucci: Elizabeth D. Ferucci, 
born Feb. 29, 1908, daughter of 
David W. and Sarah A. Green 
Davis, died Aug. 21. Preceding her 
in death were her husband, John A. 
Goodwill; and her husband, Leonard 
Ferucci. Surviving are a son, John 
A. Goodwill Jr.; a stepson, Leonard 
Ferucci; two stepdaughters, Lorna 
Vaught and Eleanor Bramante; a 
brother, Edward Davis; eight step-
grandchildren; and several great-
stepgrandchildren. Elizabeth was a 
member of the Messiah Village con-
gregation, Pa. She was a retired 
nurse and had volunteered at Her-
shey Medical Center. Services were 
held at the Hoover Funeral Home 
with Rev. Marion J. Heisey officiat-
ing. Interment was in Hershey Cem-
etery. 
Freels: Charles Edward Freels, 
born Oct. 24. 1937, in Evansville, 
Ind., died Sept. 3. Surviving are his 
wife, Carol; four sons, Chuck, Dean, 
Tim. and Chris; a daughter, Melanie 
Lieb; and five grandchildren. 
Charles was a retired executive vice 
president of the Century Corp. He 
attended the Oklahoma City con-
gregation since its beginnings. The 
funeral was held at Chapel Hill 
Funeral Home with Rev. Steve 
Lehman officiating. Interment was 
in Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens. 
Herr: John M. Herr, born Feb. 
8, 1917, son of Isaiah L. and Mabel 
C. Stoher Herr, died Aug. 8. Pre-
ceding him in death was a brother, 
LeRoy. Surviving are his wife, 
Hilda; two sons, Earl E. and Paul 
L.; a daughter, Darlene Reichelder-
fer; 11 grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren; and a sister, Chris-
tine Martin. John was owner and 
operator of John M. Herr Feed 
Mills, director of Jonestown Bank, a 
lifetime member of Grantville Fire 
Company, and a charter member of 
the E. Hanover Lions Club. He 
attended the Palmyra, Pa., church. 
The service was held at St. John's 
United Methodist Church with Rev. 
Louis O. Cober; Rev. Earl Herr, and 
Rev. Jeffrey fisher officiating. Inter-
ment was in Grantville Cemetery. 
Marr: Thelma Marr, born Jan. 
22, 1918, daughter of Harmon and 
Alberta Marr, died Aug. 24. A sister, 
Mary Shoalts, preceded her in death. 
Surviving are a niece, Lynne 
Shoalts; and several cousins. Thel-
ma was a faithful member of the 
Wainfleet congregation, Ont. The 
funeral was held at Lampman's 
Funeral Home with Rev. Ross Nigh 
officiating. Interment was in Maple 
Lawn Cemetery. 
McCall: Edna May McCall, 
born Nov. 13, 1907, daughter of 
John W. and Anna M. Gearhart 
McConahy, died Aug. 3. Preceding 
her in death were her husband, 
Chalmer E. McCall; and a grand-
son, John E. Robley. Surviving are 
seven sons, C. Eugene, J. Eddie, 
Fred D., Robert, Kenneth L., H. 
Elwood, and Wayne; and two 
daughters, Lois W. Robley and 
Mary G. Eastep. Edna enjoyed her 
family, her church, and reading the 
Bible. She was a member of the 
Eight Square Brethren in Christ con-
gregation, Pa., and former member 
of the Fairview congregation, Pa. 
The funeral service was held at 
Fairview with Rev. Miles D. West-
over officiating. Interment was in 
Shellytown Fairview Cemetery. 
Robley: John E. Robley, born 
Oct. 3, 1951, son of James E. and 
Lois W. McCall Robley, died July 
15. Surviving are his wife, Kim 
(Kennedy); a son, Michael; two 
daughters, Michelle L. and Laurie 
A.; his parents; three brothers, 
Samuel A., D. Eugene, and Barry 
W.; and two sisters, Shirley Whets-
tine and Sharon Banks. John had 
been employed for 10 years as a 
machine tender at Westvaco. He 
enjoyed hunting, f ishing, and 
archery, and was a member of the 
National Rifle Assoc. and Pa. Trap-
pers. He was a member of the Eight 
Square congregation. Pa. The funer-
al was held at the Williamsburg 
Church of God with Rev. Miles D. 
Westover officiating. Interment was 
in Royer Cemetery. 
Stoner: Mary Beth Stoner, born 
Jan. 12, 1924, daughter of John A. 
and Martha E. Book Stoner, died 
Sept. 12. Three brothers preceded 
her in death. Surviving are two 
brothers, Jess B. and Glenn A. Ston-
er, and two sisters, Anna R. Stoner 
and Sarah Oldham. Mary Beth 
served as a Brethren in Christ mis-
sionary in India for 14 years. She 
taught at Fayette Elementary and 
Juniata Mennonite schools and 
served as secretary of the Cedar 
Grove church where she was a 
member. She founded the Sonshine 
Class for the developmentally dis-
abled at the church, was a tutor with 
the Library Literacy Program, and 
a volunteer with Juniata Co. Meals 
on Wheels. The funeral service was 
held at the church with Rev. Ken 
Letner officiating. Interment was in 
the Cedar Grove Cemetery. 
Watkins: Lester Watkins, born 
June 10, 1947, in Lock Haven, Pa., 
son of Elry and Fay Watkins, died 
Aug. 1. His father and a grand-
daughter, Brooke, preceded him in 
death. Surviving are his wife, Linda; 
a son, Denny; a daughter, Alicia; 
and a grandson. Services were held 
at the W. Robert Neff Funeral Home 
with Rev. Ralph Hock and Rev. 
Kenneth Stephens officiating. Inter-
ment was in the Marsh Creek Breth-
ren in Christ Cemetery. 
• 
Art Director/Graphic Artist Needed 
Ten Thousand Villages (formerly SELFHELP Crafts), a pro-
gram of Mennonite Central Committee, is seeking applicants for 
the position of Art Director/Graphic Artist, based in Akron, Pa. 
This two-year, full-time position is available on either a salaried, 
local service worker, or service worker arrangement. Qualifica-
tions include a commitment to Christian faith, active church mem-
bership and nonviolent peacemaking. Applicants should have a 
college degree in graphics/fine arts, experience with art direction, 
graphic design (MAC, Quark Xpress, pre-production), identity 
design systems, and familiarity with Ten Thousand Villages pro-
gram. For more information, contact Prem Dick or Goldie Kuhns, 
21 South 12th Street, PO Box 500, Akron. PA 17501-0500, phone 
(717) 859-1151. Applications due November 29, 1996. 
Administrator Needed 
Shalom Christian Academy, Chambersburg, Pa., has an open-
ing for an administrator. 
For more than 18 years, Shalom Christian Academy has assist-
ed parents in providing a quality education from a biblical per-
spective with an Anabaptist emphasis. Current enrollment is 415 
students (K-12). Shalom serves families from more than 80 con-
gregations, including many historic peace churches in the Cum-
berland Valley. The school has a dedicated staff (more than 30 
FTE) on a spacious and well-equipped campus. 
Applicants should send inquiries to: 
Administrator Search Committee 
Shalom Christian Academy 
126 Social Island Road 
Chambersburg, PA 17201 
Telephone inquiries should be directed to Darrell Baer, admin-




Printing sales representative. 
Base salary plus commis-
sion. Primary customers are 
Christian organizations in 
Indiana, Ohio, and Kentucky. 
Some experience in sales 
and/or printing is necessary. 
Contact: 
Ray Schenk, Manager 
Evangel Press 
P.O. Box 189 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
Phone (219) 773-3164; fax (219) 773-5934 
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Gospel Tide Hour celebrates fifty 
years of proclaiming the Good News 
by Lucy Mellinger 
The beginnings of the broadcast 
"I listened to your broadcast and I 
heard you talk about a man by the name 
of Jesus Christ. I never heard about him. 
Please tell me more." Does a comment 
like this from a person in India make fifty 
years of proclaiming the good news of 
the gospel by way of radio worth all the 
effort? Charlie Byers, founder and radio 
minister of the Gospel Tide Hour, thinks 
so. 
Brother Byers' call to begin a radio 
broadcast fifty years ago grew out of his 
zeal for evangelism and outreach while he 
was pas tor of the Brethren in Chris t 
Church in Chambersburg, Pa. Other fac-
tors which influenced him: quite a few 
persons were urging him to start a broad-
cast; Chambersburg was getting its first 
radio s ta t ion, W C H A , and it invi ted 
churches to do a broadcast; and the late 
Laban Wenger offered to pay the radio 
time if contributions did not cover the 
cost. 
"I prepared the sermon for the first 
b r o a d c a s t w h i l e a t t e n d i n g R o x b u r y 
Camp. On August 1 1, 1946, I went to 
Chambersburg, accompanied by a few 
other persons, to WCHA Studio #1 and 
did our first broadcast at 7:30 on Sunday 
morn ing , " states Brother Byers. The 
m u s i c w a s p r o v i d e d by the H a p p y 
Cous ins Qua r t e t—bro the r s John and 
Harry Wenger and their cous ins , the 
Hostetter brothers, Paul and Sam. Broth-
er Byers doesn't remember the theme of 
his first sermon. (Think of it—50 years x 
50 weekly broadcasts = 2,500 sermons! 
No wonder he doesn't remember!) 
The Gospel Tide Hour broadcast was 
on just one station for about two years. 
Then because finances were available, 
they reached out to a few other stations. 
After a number of years, they were on 
about 35 stations across the United States 
and two stations in Canada. The first 
overseas call came from David Carlson to 
put their Engl i sh broadcas t on TWR 
Swaziland. Next they accepted the chal-
lenge for a Hindi broadcast in India. It 
was decided to drop more than half of the 
domestic stations so that funds could be 
used for missionary broadcasts. As time 
passed, broadcasts were added in Hon-
duras, Panama, China, and very recently 
in New Guinea. Most of the Gospel Tide 
On the trip home from a Sept. 19 
Gospel Tide Hour promotional dinner 
at Martinsburg, Pa., the vehicle in 
which Charlie Byers was a passenger 
was struck head-on by another vehicle. 
Seriously injured, he was flown by heli-
copter to Hershey Medical Center. 
Currently he is at a rehabilitation 
center in Mechanicsburg, Pa., where 
he is making a slow recovery. The fam-
ily expresses appreciation for the many 
prayers on his behalf. 
Hour broadcasts abroad are channeled 
through Trans World Radio. 
The Gospel Tide Hour choir began as 
a missionary conference choir for the 
Franklin County Missionary Conferences 
in the late 1950s. Nelson Byers was the 
director. "It was so good, we decided it 
must be recorded. We arranged for a 
recording session at the Mennonite stu-
dios in Harrisonburg, Va. That was the 
beginning." Fred Keener now directs the 
choir, assisted by Owen Myers. 
The rewards of ministry 
"Yes, I have had great compensation 
and satisfaction in this ministry, even 
though I threatened to quit many times, 
because the broadcast had to be done 
every week, and I was busy as bishop of 
a regional conference from 1957 until 
1978 ," admi t s Bro the r Byers . " T h e 
response that came by mail, both at home 
and from abroad, was gratifying. Also, 
the response in personal contacts made it 
most rewarding." 
"Let me give credit to the many per-
sons who helped me. While the Laban 
Wenger family gave the first support 
financially, the Lloyd Martin family built 
the first studio. Jane Burkholder (now 
Hunsburger) served as secretary-treasur-
er for many years. It was always a delight 
to work with the advisory board. They, 
too, were a real part of the Gospel Tide 
program." 
When asked to give some highlights of 
his ministry with the Gospel Tide Hour, 
Brother Byers mentioned a letter from a 
person in India who heard about Jesus for 
the first time in his life. What greater 
reward can there be than knowing that 
you introduced someone to Jesus! 
One Sunday morning he spoke against 
violence and children playing with guns, 
even toy guns. "That Sunday morning I 
went to one of our churches to preach. A 
Sunday school teacher said her children 
told her, 'We heard Brother Byers preach 
this morning, and we are not going to play 
with guns any more.' To hear remarks 
such as that was most compensating." 
Other comments which let Brother Byers 
know he was doing the work of the king-
dom were ones such as, "Your sermons 
and songs on the broadcast were exactly 
what I needed," or "God sanctified me as 
I listened to your sermon." 
What about the future of the Gospel 
Tide Hour? Brother Byers is delighted 
that God has raised up workers and asso-
ciates who are now carrying on the work. 
He retired on August 31 and will no 
longer serve as lead speaker for the broad-
cast. Maurice Bender, already giving 
excellent leadership, becomes the official 
director. Brother Byers will serve as min-
ister-at-large and help with the speaking 
and promotion. 
"It is amazing that while many broad-
casts have come under real hard times, 
we have been able, by and large, to carry 
the Gospel Tide Hour ministry without 
overwhelming deficit. We thank the Lord 
for his provision over the years." 
A b r a h a m , M o s e s , Pau l , C h a r l i e 
Byers—what can God do with one person 
totally committed to doing the work of 
the kingdom? We praise God for Brother 
Byers' availability and fai thfulness to 
God through the years. Because he was 
willing to answer God's call to radio min-
istry, the gospel has been preached in nine 
languages on four continents, and many 
people have come to know Jesus as Sav-
ior and have grown in their relationship 
with the Lord. We join with the Gospel 
Tide Hour in celebrating fifty years of 
ministry! 
Lucy Mellinger, Wrightsville, Pa., pre-
pared this article based on a written inter-
view with Charlie Byers in July. 
Question: What costs less 
than a cup of coffee and a 
donut, is much better for 
your health, and is deliv-
ered to your house each 
month? 
ANSWER: Each monthly issue 
of the Evangelical Visitor. 
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1996 Music Scholarships 
recipients announced 
Congregational Life Ministries is com-
mitted to assisting local congregations 
carry out their mission. One specific pro-
gram is an annual music scholarship 
where four young people receive a $200 
grant for the further development of their 
music gifts. This year thirty-five youth 
applied. It is a pleasure to announce the 
four recipients for 1996. 
Carrie Hoffman is a member of the 
Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ Church 
in Elizabethtown, Pa. Her music interests 
focus on piano and cello. She sings in the 
Youth Choir, accompanies Junior Choir 
and the worship service, and plays in the 
Youth Band and Family Strings. Her goal 
is to reach as many people as possible for 
Christ through music. She plans to use 
the scholarship for further cello lessons. 
Joleen Sider is a member of the Stay-
ner Brethren in Christ Church in Stayner, 
Ont. She is training in the areas of voice 
and guitar. She sings in the choir, in duets 
and trios, with her family, and serves on 
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the worship team. Joleen hopes to write 
songs to aid in worshipping God. Her 
scholarship will help with guitar lessons. 
Nathan Slabaugh attends the Fairland 
Brethren in Christ Church in Cleona, Pa. 
Nathan's music focuses on trumpet and 
voice. He participates in special music, 
small ensembles, Youth Choir, and Adult 
Choir. His aspiration is to do some vol-
unteer mission work and use the trumpet 
for God's glory. The scholarship is for 
continued trumpet lessons. 
Laveena Sollenberger is a member of 
the Cross Roads Bre th ren in Chr i s t 
Church in Mount Joy, Pa. Her music 
interests are piano, clarinet, sax, and 
voice. She sings in Adult Choir, accom-
panies congregational singing, and plays 
for the youth worship group. Laveena 
aspires to modeling the Christian life for 
students as a band director. Her scholar-
ship will be used for further training in 
clarinet and piano. 
The church is blessed to have these 
young people who are committed to serv-
ing the Lord and the church. The Music 
Trust Fund is pleased to provide them 
with the opportunity to continue their 
training. • 
MENNONITE 
YOUR WAY looks 
for host homes 
"Host homes are being sought for the 
new Mennonite Your Way Directory 8 
which will be published spring of 1997," 
announce Leon and Nancy Stauffer, coor-
dinators of the Mennonite Your Way pro-
gram. In addition to listing of hosts, the 
new Directory, covering the years of 
1997-2001, will include many travel and 
hospitality features and will focus on 
Christian fellowship in the 21st century. 
The first MYW Directory was published 
in 1976. 
Mennonite Your Way is a listing of 
Mennonite, Brethren, Brethren in Christ 
and other Christian hosts "of like spirit" 
interested in opening their homes and pro-
viding overnight accommodations and 
fellowship for travelers passing through 
their area. More than 2,000 North Amer-
ican host families are included. Recent 
editions have included contact persons 
from 50 countries. 
Persons wishing to become part of the 
Mennonite Your Way hospitality network 
should request a registration form imme-
diately: Mennonite Your Way Directory 8, 
Box 1525, Salunga, PA 17538. Phone 
(717) 653-9288 or (717) 653-1 111. Reg-




Mennonite Health Services and the 
MCC Canada Mental Health and Dis-
abilities Program invite college or gradu-
ate students pursuing careers in mental 
health fields to apply for scholarships. 
The scholarships, to be awarded in the 
spring for the 1997-1998 academic year, 
are avai lable f rom the Elmer Ediger 
Memorial Scholarship Fund. The schol-
arsh ips wil l be be tween $1 ,000 and 
$1 ,200 and are avai lable to s tudents 
studying in Canada or the United States. 
Four to six students receive scholarships 
yearly. 
To qualify for the scholarships, candi-
dates must be college or graduate students 
with vocational interest in mental health, 
developmental disabili t ies, or related 
fields. Those who apply should have at 
least a 3.25 college grade average (4.0 
scale). Candidates must also be a member 
of a constituent church congregation and 
must be a citizen of the U.S. or Canada, or 
a permanent resident. 
Other factors considered are service 
experience; active membership in a Men-
nonite, Brethren in Christ, or Church of 
the Brethren congregation; attendance at 
a church-related college; and financial 
need. 
Applications and all supporting data 
for the scholarships must be received by 
February 1, 1997. MHS will announce 
the winners by April 30, 1997. 
For applications write to: Amy Herr, 
Mennonite Health Services, 2160 Lincoln 
Highway East, Box 6, Lancaster , PA 
17602-1150; or Irma Janzen. MCC Cana-
da Mental Health and Disabilities Pro-
gram, 134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB 
R3T 5K9. 
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I have been working on a discography 
of religious sound recordings of conser-
vative Christians for about 15 years. I am 
most interested in those "limited run" 
local recordings, and especially interested 
in sound recordings of the Anabaptist 
denominations (Brethren in Christ, Men-
nonites, Church of the Brethren, etc.). 
Most of my study has focused on record-
ings f rom Pennsylvania and the sur-
rounding states, but I am eager to see the 
work expand beyond these geographical 
boundaries. 
It is apparent that we have entered a 
new technological era. Wire recordings 
and shellac are long gone, and CDs have 
all but replaced vinyl recordings. Com-
puter formats are on the verge of chang-
ing the shape of sound recording com-
pletely. As a consequence, many older 
recordings are fast being lost (thrown 
away because they can "no longer be 
played," sold at yard sales or auctions to 
be discarded by someone who does not 
value them, or destroyed by repeated 
p lay ings on poor equ ipmen t ) . As an 
example , I recent ly sa lvaged a 1946 
recording of a Zimbabwean Brethren in 
Chr i s t Mi s s ion Cho i r f r o m poss ib le 
extinction. It was being auctioned off with 
a box of other records and might well 
have been thrown away had I not bought 
the entire lot. As it turned out, it came 
f r o m the record co l lec t ion of Henry 
Hostetter, chairman of Brethren in Christ 
missions during that era. I was glad to 
Position Opening-Manager 
Christian Light Bookstore 
Chino, California 
This is an excellent Christian min-
istry opportunity for someone with 
retail management experience. If you 
are interested in managing the most 
modern and well-designed Christian 
Light Bookstore in the chain, send 
your resume to: 
Roger L. Williams 
Christian Light Bookstores 
P. O. Box 189 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
(800)253-9315 
save the recording but saddened by the 
implications of my good luck. I 've stud-
ied Brethren in Christ music for nearly 
25 years and I had no idea that this 
recording even existed! The recording is 
certainly not great art music, but it is a 
valuable historical document of the musi-
cal life of the Brethren in Christ in Zim-
babwe in the mid-twentieth century. Had 
I not happened to be at the auction, it 
would probably have slipped into obliv-
ion. 
My collection includes some other 
gems—a 1940s recording of the Gran-
thamaires, a 1946 recording of the first 
Oratorio concert, a 1948 recording of the 
Chapel Quartette, a recording of Niagara 
Christ ian College Choir with Ronald 
Sider at the organ, etc. There are undoubt-
edly other recordings slipping through our 
fingers all the time and we will soon be 
beyond the point of preserving these for 
the historical record. 
If you have old recordings of Brethren 
in Chris t sound mater ials (78s, wire 
recordings, tape recordings, etc.), please 
preserve and protect them. Most are still 
playable (with the right equipment) and 
they represent a unique record of our reli-
gious heritage. If you would like to add 
them to my discography, please send 
complete discographic information to me 
so we can at least have a written record of 
their existence. Thank you. 
Dwight W. Thomas 
Messiah College 
Grantham, PA 17022 
dthomas @ mcis. messiah.edu 
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Looking at "Bless" 
T h e r e is a l ine in S h a k e s p e a r e ' s 
McBeth that reads, "if you can look into 
the seeds of time and say which grain will 
grow and which will not—speak then to 
me." Wouldn' t it be great to know some-
one like that? Someone who can look 
over the seeds of time as they are spread 
across the coming year and be able to pre-
dict which seeds will grow and which will 
not. Wouldn' t it be great to have a friend 
with such magic? Well, I don't know that 
it would be. I ' m not sure that I would 
have wanted to know ahead of time all 
that this year or the last several years 
w o u l d ho ld f o r me . S o m e o n e has 
reworked Shakespeare's line to read this 
way: "Look back on the seeds of time 
and reflect on which grain have grown 
and which have not, and then speak words 
of thanks to God." 
The year-end holidays are, for me, a 
more focused time of reflection. I enjoy 
the food, the get-togethers, the songs, the 
smells. But equally important to me are 
those times, as one wordsmith put it, "to 
stand in front of the full length mirror of 
memory and study the scene—thought-
ful ly, silently, alone: letting thoughts 
emerge, drift, and linger." When I follow 
this advice, I often end up thanking the 
Savior spec i f ica l ly for someth ing or 
someone he provided in the yesterday of 
my life that makes my today much more 
meaningful. 
Reflection can be a two-edged sword, 
so we need the help of the Scripture. 
Psalm 103 is a good model. I like to think 
that perhaps David wrote this on some 
wind-swept hill, looking back over a year 
or a season in his life. David set aside his 
instrument of music and took time to 
engage in the kind of ref lec t ion that 
warms the heart and allows a grateful 
spirit to grow and take shape. 
Psalm 103 starts and ends the same 
way: "Bless the Lord, O my soul" (103:1, 
22). The word "bless" (barak) means 
"praise," "magni fy ," "speak well of ," 
"thank." The root word means "to kneel." 
The Psalmist is leading us in the worship 
of thanksgiving. The first five verses are 
very personal, almost intimate. David 
looks within and considers carefully the 
Lord's blessings and he encourages us to 
do the same. "Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget none of his benefi ts ." The 
word translated "forget" is shakeach and 
means "to mislay" or "to be oblivious o f ' 
from lack of memory or reflection. This is 
the kind of forgetting that comes because, 
in the onward rush of life, what we expe-
rience piles up quickly, layer upon layer. 
It is so easy (at least for me) to let it con-
tinue to do so without stopping long 
enough to ponder the path we have just 
traveled. 
The Psalmist calls us to this discipline 
of remembrance and reflection. As David 
himself practiced this, some of God ' s 
blessings came into focus. David lists six 
of them in verses 1-5. Notice the verbs: 
1 .God pardons (v. 3; see also v. 10) 
2.God heals (v. 3) 
3.God redeems or delivers (v.4) 
4.God crowns (v.4) 
5.God satisfies (v. 5) 
6.God renews (v. 5). 
Think back over your year. Start where 
David starts in verse three. "Bless the 
Lord...who pardons all your iniquities... 
He has not dealt with us according to our 
sins" (v. 10). Aren' t you glad? Failure 
after failure, unloving acts, hasty and 
harsh words, corrupting thoughts and atti-
tudes. Think of several things for which 
the Lord has forgiven and cleansed you 
(1 John 1:7-9). 
"Bless the Lord...who heals all your 
diseases" (v. 3). The context here sug-
gests that David is speaking primarily of 
diseases of the spirit, although it certain-
ly isn't limited to that. You may have 
experienced healing from the plague of 
b i t te rness or resen tment . Or, maybe 
you've experienced some emotional heal-
ing f rom the battles of life this year. 
You 've been able to put to rest some 
wrestling, some wrong thinking pattern, 
some fear. You have made peace with 
some of the baggage of the past. 
"Bless the Lord for his deliverances" 
(v. 4). He "redeems your life from the 
pits" is the idea. This is a reference to 
numerous rescues—from the swamp of 
despair and doubt; f rom the mess we 
made of our lives this year. He has helped 
us get started again. 
"Bless the Lord...who crowns you with 
loving kindness and compassion" (v. 4). 
In the galley of your memory, can you 
find a time this year when the Lord dealt 
bountifully with you? A little boy was 
asked what lovingkindness was. I love 
his answer. "If I ask my Mom to give me 
a sandwich and she puts peanut butter on 
it, that's kindness. But if she puts jelly 
on top of the peanut butter, that 's lov-
ingkindness." On top of the Lord's kind-
ness, he has had compassion on you. This 
is the compassion and love of a strong 
but gentle Father who says, "Come on, 
let's go at life together—here's the way." 
The Lord stays with us in the journey. 
"Bless the Lord...who satisfies your 
years with good things" and who "renews 
your strength" (v. 5). This is a summary 
of all he's said previously; i.e. How great 
God has been! Do you remember? 
I know, there's another side, a flip side 
to this. For some of us, 1996 has been a 
year in which disease has come and still 
lingers; a year in which pain of relation-
ship is still pronounced and sharp; a year 
where failure, disappointment, or loss has 
been crushing. Can we still bless the 
Lord? Not for the pain, the trauma, or the 
tragedy itself; but for the character, the 
quiet trust in the Savior, the growth that is 
emerging out of the ashes. Growth in your 
dependence on him; growth in your abil-
ity to analyze and respond to problems 
wisely; growth in discernment, decision-
making , and pe r spec t ive ; g rowth in 
integrity and humility; and growth in your 
compassion and sensitivity to others in 
pain. When you've been through a crush-
ing experience, it 's amazing what it does 
in making you sensitive to someone else 
in need (see 2 Cor. 1:4). It is in the valleys 
of life that we learn most profoundly to 
respect and fear the Lord, to take him 
seriously. If it has been a year of humili-
ation for you, and yet because of it God is 
somehow "b igger" to you, give him 
thanks. 
God has forgiven, healed, delivered, 
taught, and renewed us. With patience 
and grace he has seen you through anoth-
er twelve months. He will do the same 
next year. Go ahead and take the time to 
look back. By doing so you will give 
yourself a chance for a grateful heart to 
grow in you. And you will f ind the 
encouragement to, in the words of C.S. 
Lewis, "take the adventure" the Lord has 
for you. 
Rick and Bonnie Mailloux and their fami-
ly live near Goshen, Indiana. 
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Be sensitive to the Spirit's leading 
For the past 10 years I have served in 
a volunteer position as Program Coordi-
nator (yes, a woman) for the Brethren In 
Christ. It has increasingly gotten more 
difficult to please the body in what has 
been planned and executed at the Gener-
al Conferences. When we meet to plan 
the upcoming Conference, our primary 
focus has always been to seek God and to 
ask for his leading in all that is planned 
and done. It has been amazing to me that 
over the course of the ten years, so many 
letters have been received suggesting 
direction as to who should speak and who 
should serve, that we have been forced 
to almost direct the Spirit, instead of 
allowing him to lead. Did you know that 
w h e n c o n s i d e r i n g s p e a k e r s , w e ' v e 
received so much past criticism that we 
now must try to have a Canadian speak, a 
person from the east of the Mississippi, a 
person from the west of the Mississippi, a 
woman, and someone from the younger 
and older mind set. I have often wondered 
if Christ himself asked to speak, would 
we need to say, " I 'm sorry, but you're 
too old, you're not from Pennsylvania, 
and you're not a woman"? 
In this past C o n f e r e n c e there was 
never any intentional effort to omit a 
woman from serving at the Communion 
service. Instead, I was excited that a 
woman had committed herself to effec-
tively serve by sharing in the Commu-
nion meditation. Maybe I don ' t under-
stand, but isn't that also a way a gifted, 
talented woman can serve? 
Single women in ministry do need to 
feel affirmed by the church. Continually 
through the years, many have served Gen-
eral Conference in various capacities. One 
that is noteworthy is the 1992 General 
Confe rence , when Dr. Doro thy Gish 
beautifully shared by giving one of the 
theme sermons. Was that not a single 
woman sharing her gifts and talents of 
ministry? I believe that was an affirma-
tion to single women. 
I am not one who feels that we should 
have quotas, but using the 1994 official 
directory there are approximately 40 men 
to each woman listed. Considering that 
we had women serving at the 1996 Gen-
eral Conference by way of serving as 
Assistant Recording Secretary, Music 
Ministry Coordinator, Communion Medi-
ation speaker . Program Coordinator , 
tellers, pages, and in other ways, I feel 
women in the Brethren in Christ Church 
are being given affirmation of their min-
istry. If it is being suggested that in addi-
tion to the above (daily, visible) ways of 
serving, that women needed one more rel-
atively short opportunity for visibility in 
service (by serving Communion), then I 
have really missed the mark. I felt very 
affirmed, not only by the church, but also 
by God in being able to use my gifts and 
talents by serving the church as Program 
Coordinator. 
Finally, let me address the issue of the 
need for advocates for women. I am more 
offended that our primary focus is not to 
serve better as advocates for our Lord 
Jesus and winning lost souls to Christ. It 
seems to me that Satan has the North 
American church where he wants us. 
Maybe if we spent more energy relating 
with those who need Christ, we would 
truly be walking in Christ 's shoes and 
working together as a body of believers. 
As I did at the end of Conference, I 
would like to also use this format to thank 
the Brethren in Christ for the opportunity 
of serving these past ten years as the Gen-
eral Conference Program Coordinator. I 
have felt blessed to be able to use the gifts 
and talents God gave me. I pray that I 
will always be faithful in serving Christ 
and the church with sensitivity to his 
(God's) leading. 
Mona S. Engle 
Mount Joy, Pa. 
Superciliousness and smugness may 
not be one of the deadly sins, but they 
are disconcerting to encounter in a journal 
like the Evangelical Visitor. John Long-
hurst ("Anabaptist Influence Moderates 
Discourse Between Evangelicals, Cana-
dian Government , " September 1996) 
approvingly quotes Brian Stiller, Presi-
dent of the Evangelical Fellowship of 
Canada that "strident right-wing Ameri-
can religion simply doesn't have a chance 
in Canada." Perhaps it should. 
Yes, I am "strident" when it comes to 
drilling holes in the skulls of fully-devel-
oped infants and then sucking out their 
brains, as in "partial birth abortions." I 
am also "str ident" when our children 
Contributions invited for 
Dialogue and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers 
Respond (letters to the editor) are en-
couraged to be concise. Letters may be 
shortened. All letters must be signed. 
Occasionally we may decide to withhold 
names due to special circumstances. 
Each article or letter represents the view 
of the writer, and does not necessarily 
reflect the official position or policy of 
the Brethren in Christ Church or this 
periodical. 
learn in school that Heather Has Two 
Mommies. 
A look at Canada's abortion statistics 
hardly reassures me that a "quiet in the 
land" approach to the slaughter of the 
innocents has had much effect . I also 
don' t recall any "unstrident" Canadian 
Anabaptist opposition to the forced relo-
cation of the Japanese-Canadians during 
World War II, to the extermination of the 
native inhabitants of Newfoundland, nor 
to the D o m i n i o n ' s j u m p i n g into two 
world wars several years before the Unit-
ed States. Both of our nations have been 
complicit in evil and neither can afford 
any attitude of moral superiority. 
Stanley Sandler 
Spring Lake, N.C. 
Onesimus... 
continued from page 29 
for my departure, still, here at the crest of 
this hill which for me is truly "mid-life," 
I am grateful beyond words for the host of 
witnesses who have poured themselves 
into me. It 's as if their very presence in 
my life has echoed the words you wrote 
to the Thessalonian church: "We loved 
you so much that we were delighted to 
share with you not only the gospel of God 
but our lives as well..." 
Since God continues to work through 
all-too-human lives—bumbling and fum-
bling and goofy as they may be—then 
most certainly God has some mentoring 
for me to do as well. I definitely fit the job 
description, that's for sure. 
So I guess I know what I'll be doing 
with the second half of my life: pouring 
myself into others until I am all poured 
out. I still don't know whether my glass is 
half-full or half-empty, but at this point, I 
remain optimistic about the prospects 
either way. 
Your brother in Christ, 
O. 
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j~)iecipleship for the 21st Century 
A model for our time 
by Samuel M. Brubaker 
Seldom do we look 500 years into his-
tory to identify a person whose thinking 
and writing seem useful as foundations 
upon which postmodern Christians might 
base their worldviews and build their 
lives. The time span is so great, the cul-
tural details too different. How can think-
ing that old be anything but obsolete, use-
less to us as we wrestle with the chal-
lenges of living Christianly in the 21st 
century? 
We recognize, however, that certain 
fundamental errors of humanity recur 
throughout history. We also know that 
certain truths are timeless, although appli-
cation of them will need to vary according 
to the circumstances of the particular 
time. In this 500th year of the anniversary 
of Menno Simons' birth, I would like to 
lift up his writings as worthy of particular 
attention for our times. 
Menno Simons was 21 years old 
when, in 1517, Martin Luther posted his 
95 theses on the door of All Saints 
Church in Wittenberg. He was a young 
Catholic priest during Luther's struggle 
with the Roman hierarchy. During those 
years the Anabaptist movement devel-
oped, especially in Switzerland and the 
Netherlands. In 1531, the beheading of a 
Dutch Anabaptist for the crime of rebap-
tism sparked in Menno a fresh and sys-
tematic reading of the Bible. This study 
led him into tension with Catholic tradi-
tions and dogma. Four years later, he 
spoke out against the fanatical excesses of 
the Munster expression of Anabaptism, 
which had turned violent, and which he 
regarded as having strayed from the 
teachings of Christ. In this articulation of 
his understanding of Scripture and of 
evangelical reform, he laid the ground-
work for a biblical hermeneutic based 
firmly on the teachings of Christ. 
Nine months later he resigned his 
priestly office and publicly aligned him-
self with the Anabaptist cause, which was 
suffering continued persecution, and was 
ordained as an Anabaptist pastor. He 
spent years travelling among the Anabap-
tists, instructing them in his concepts of 
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become firmly established in peaceful 
separation from the worldly powers and 
unscriptural traditions of the church-state 
union he himself had renounced. He 
became a fugitive sought by the Dutch 
authorities. 
Menno gave primary emphasis to 
inner transformation—New Birth—and 
taught that it was possible only by the 
blood of Christ's atoning sacrifice. But 
he also insisted that New Birth was more 
than the inner experience of forgiveness 
of sins. It was worthless unless it pro-
duced a new life in the believer patterned 
on the teachings of Jesus, including 
renouncing of violent force. This was in 
contrast to the popular appropriation of 
Luther's doctrine of justification that 
seemed to promote a casual approach to 
Christian ethics. 
Flowing from Menno's understanding 
of the New Birth was his concept of the 
church. The true church was found in the 
local body of believers who gathered to 
study the Word and pledged themselves 
to lives of discipleship and mutual aid. 
The concept of the church as a voluntary, 
intentional grouping was eventually to 
become the Protestant norm in America. 
The Anabaptist insistence on disestab-
lishing the church from governmental 
powers became the fountain of the polit-
ical concept of separation of church and 
state. 
As the 21st century nears, many Chris-
tians seem intrigued with the prospect and 
the potential of grasping the handles of 
political power as the means whereby 
behavior of society might be changed. 
There is widespread embracing of a feel-
good, talk-right, and live-comfortable-in-
the-world approach to Christian experi-
ence and ethics. 
We are in danger of reverting to a pre-
Anabaptist situation of church-state rela-
tionship, of personal salvation concepts, 
and of Christian ethics. Before we do so, 
we should ponder the ideas and teachings 
of Menno Simons. 
Samuel M. Brubaker lives in Arcanum, 
Ohio. He acknowledges the article "The Men-
nonites' Dirty Little Secret" by John D. Roth 
in Christianity Today, October 7, 1996, from 
which he derived helpful information and 
ideas. 
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Dear Paul, 
According to national averages, if I 'm not mistaken, I think I 
reached mid-age last week. I can't be exactly sure, but I believe 
it was last Thursday, about 4:30 in the afternoon. 
It's a strange place to be. All I can think of is that proverbial 
glass of water which has always been used to separate optimists 
from pessimists. Should I now consider my life half-full or half-
empty? 
Even though I 'm a few years short of one of those crisis-
inducing birthdays ending in an "0," I 'm still at a point in life 
where it seems appropriate to do some reflection. I 've been 
thinking about your comment to Timothy about "being poured 
out like a drink offering," and the time having come for your 
departure. 
I don't know if you realize it or not, but your relationship with 
Timothy has been one of immeasurable inspiration to many of us. 
In Timothy's case, what 's encouraged so many of us is the way 
in which you've not only been poured out, but have also been 
poured into the life of your "true son in the faith." In many ways 
we have come to regard your kinship with 
Timothy as the yardstick by which to 
measure our own mentoring relation-
ships. 
As I think of those who have poured 
themselves into me, what strikes me is 
how odd and rich is the assortment of 
lives that have gone into molding me into 
the person I am today. Amazingly, God 
works through al l - too-human l ives— 
bumbling and fumbling and goofy as they 
may be—to continue and complete the 
good work he has begun in me. 
As I think of the positive effect my 
own parents had on my life, I am con-
vinced that the three most important 
things they ever did for me were: (1) stay married; (2) take me to 
church; and (3) shelter me from extreme holiness preaching. My 
grandparents on my mother 's side grew up not too far from 
where we lived. Their conservative brand of Christianity ("con-
servative" as in Goldwater, Nixon, and Reagan) built within me 
a sense of personal responsibility and an economic frugality that 
causes me to risk life and limb to pick up pennies in the middle 
of busy streets even to this day. The only time I ever questioned 
my grandmother's unconditional love for me was the day I con-
fessed to her in the early 1980s that I was registered as a Demo-
crat. Thankfully, she recovered, and lived many years after that. 
The church provided no end of individuals who wove them-
selves into the fabric of my life. I remember two Sunday School 
teachers from my primary school days. I remember that their 
puffy hairdos reminded me of ice cream cones—one chocolate 
and one vanilla. As I got older, the junior high boys were given 
over to a wiry ex-preacher-turned-house-painter from Kansas. 
We hardly listened to a word he had to say, but we knew that he 
loved us like sons. He was, without exception, the only man 
from whom I (at age 13) would ever openly receive a holy kiss. 
From him and my other teachers, I somehow learned the stories 
of the Bible that would eventually transform my life. 
When I was 12, my father decided that it was time I got a job, 
so he paid a gardener at church to put me on his crew for the sum-
mer. Thus began a mentoring relationship that would last for 
most of the next twelve years. Over that time, I learned the value 
of getting up early, of working hard, and of not taking myself too 
seriously. My gardener boss was especially practiced at the lat-
ter quality, and seemed to be able to shrug off even the most 
grievous predicaments into which we would blunder. From him 
I learned of work, of laughter and loyalty. 
In college, one professor and a crucial turning point came 
together the second semester of my freshman year. A New Tes-
tament prof, he was held in awe and greatly feared by the entire 
student body. I naively took his upper division class on Johannine 
Literature—the writings of John—and fumbled my way through 
for fourteen weeks. My final paper was 
on "The Structure of the First Epistle of 
John: Spontaneity or Scheme?" (a subject 
close to the heart of no one.) At the end of 
the paper, written with his signature red 
pen, was this casual remark: "...you write 
in a very nice, clear style. May you have 
many offspring!" That encouragement, 
more than any other, provided me with 
the impetus and the confidence to con-
tinue to pursue biblical studies. 
Seminary is a place where a lot of dis-
affection takes place. During this time I 
was tethered to reality by a wise-cracking 
roommate who kept me in stitches late 
into the night; a Systematic Theology 
professor who believed that to embrace theology was to embrace 
life; an enthusiastic, energetic Amishman turned inner-city pas-
tor who taught me to truly enjoy ministry; and a Bible-thumping 
social activist who challenged me to never forget the poor. Each, 
in his own way, and seemingly at just the right time in my life, 
poured himself into me, bringing refreshment to my soul and 
clarity to my world view. 
Most recently, a long-time churchman took me under his 
wing. Many a morning he spent with me, lingering over a cup of 
hazelnut coffee in a local coffee shop, helping me to navigate the 
treacherous waters of pastoral ministry, reminding me that poli-
tics, prayer, and perseverance are all part and parcel of life in the 
church. More than anyone, he for me matched the definition of 
mentoring given by John C. Crosby of the Uncommon Individ-
ual Foundation. Said Crosby, "Mentoring is a brain to pick, a 
shoulder to cry on, and a kick in the pants." 
Although I have no reason to believe that the time has come 
continued on page 27 
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by John A. Byers 
There is no greater joy than intro-
ducing someone to Jesus Christ and 
leading that person to an experience 
of salvation. It is joy not unlike that 
which the angels express when one 
sinner repents (Luke 15:10). 
It is equally regrettable for that 
convert to remain a spiritual dwarf or 
to have his or her faith whither away. 
That, according to Luke 11:24, puts 
the individual in a worse position with 
God than before. 
It is understandable why someone 
would say that it is unchristian for a 
congregation to seek new members 
unless it is willing and able to disciple 
them. Granted that is a strong state-
ment, but it emphatically points out 
that the Great Commission is not ful-
filled until the new believer becomes 
a mature, reproducing disciple. 
The Brethren in Christ vision state-
ment for A.D. 2000 fulfills the Great 
Commission. It calls for evangelism, 
discipleship, and sending. There is, 
however, an invisible sub-set in disci-
pleship that can cancel the work of 
discipleship, just as the absence of 
discipleship harms the Great Com-
mission. It is assimilation. 
Henry Schmidt says that in the bat-
tle for world evangelism, it is not 
enough to win people...there needs to 
be the making of disciples in the con-
text of the local congregation. The lit-
250 Growing, Discip, 
Sending Congregations 
by A.D. 2000 
mus test of a congregation's ministry 
is in its effectiveness in developing 
mature, reproducing believers. Per-
sons allowed to remain immature in 
their fa i th become spir i tual 
vagabonds, vulnerable to the return 
of the evil one in a more devastating 
manner. 
Several factors are important for 
fruitful assimilation. There must be 
a quick bonding between the new-
comers and those already part of the 
congregation. A strategy is needed 
for connecting them within the first 
two to three weeks or it is too late. 
Velcro is a strong bonding agent 
for clothing and some other com-
modities. Velcro will not work as an 
assimilation agent, but the principle is 
a good one. Persons with common 
interests, similar family characteris-
tics, compatible hobbies, etc., should 
be placed together for a defined peri-
od of time in order for the bond to 
seal. Even if they may want to sever 
the velcro at first, the process of dis-
entanglement may result in keeping 
them together. 
Participation is a second factor in 
the assimilation process. Being asked 
to participate in ministry, according to 
one's gifts rather than in keeping with 
a program need, improves the absorp-
tion process. One person reported on 
asking a new believer to lead in 
prayer. Later the person said, "I now 
feel accepted by the group." He was 
seen as qualified to pray. Not every-
one is ready to pray, but there is some 
ministry that they can do. We are 
inclined to tell people to stay seated 
until we discern they are qualified. 
Once ready, we will tell them 
how and where. That is not 
assimilation but manipu-
lation. 
Ass imi la t ion in-
volves both association 
and par t i c ipa t ion . It 
helps persons feel like 
they belong. They also 
want to cer t i fy their 
belonging via a specific participation 
in the ministry. Assimilation is not 
optional. While people visit the con-
gregation for a variety of reasons, 
they generally stay for one reason—a 
strong sense of belonging. It is esti-
mated that one-half to two-thirds of 
the members in the average congre-
gation do not feel a sense of belong-
ing. People do not remain where they 
are not able to identify. 
Association/belonging is much 
more than joining. It is possible to 
join but never be accepted or become 
an integral or functioning part of the 
body of Christ . One new family 
expressed it well in saying, "You are 
friendly, but you don't want us for 
friends." There were friendly hand-
shakes and warm smiles, but they 
were not invited to be part of the 
smal ler congrega t iona l " fami ly 
groups." 
The " f ace" of the Brethren in 
Christ church is different than it was 
twenty-five years ago. Our commit-
ment to fulfill the Great Commission 
and the Great Commandment has 
brought new people, new leadership, 
and new vision. Praise God! 
Our "face" will continue to change 
as we continue our mission if we 
effectively enfold new people into the 
"body." It is useless to speculate or 
try to imagine what we would be like 
if we had done better in assimilating 
and discipling the people who came 
through our church doors. It is right to 
use our energies to concentrate on an 
effective inclusion process now. 
John A. Byers is 
bishop of the Central 
Conference. 
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It was late Thursday evening, and I was just getting 
home from the office. Linda was working the evening shift 
at the nursing home. Checking the answering machine, I 
found a short, cryptic message from Mom in Iowa. "I just 
wanted to tell you what's been happening." When your 
mother is 83 and lives an eight-hour drive away, this kind 
of message can be rather unsettling. 
Mom has been living alone since Dad died in 1991. 
She keeps quite active—in fact, after she retired as a 
school cook at the age of 62, she has been volunteering in 
the public school, helping with kindergartners or first 
graders several days a week. Our house is across the street 
from the Dallas Center school, so she could walk to her 
classes. Then, after the elementary grades were moved to 
the nearby town of Grimes, she rode the eight miles to 
school with the children on the school bus. 
But two weeks earlier, she had tripped over an uneven 
spot in the sidewalk uptown and had fallen, bruising her 
face and knee, cutting her tongue, and bending her glasses. 
And I knew the doctor had been trying to get her to have 
surgery on an unrelated medical condition. So I wondered, 
what had happened now? 
It seemed that the phone rang for a long time, but 
finally I heard Mom's voice. "My knee was so painful, I 
didn't know what to do. Finally I called a member of the 
Dunkard Brethren Church and asked if some of the elders 
could come to the house and anoint me, even though I'm 
not a member. [The Brethren in Christ congregation in 
Dallas Center closed recently.] So we had an anointing 
service here on Wednesday night, with probably a dozen 
people crammed into my living room. And by this morn-
ing, the swelling was down and the pain is almost gone— 
but the knee is still black and blue. I'm so thankful." 
But Mom wasn't finished. "Then this afternoon, the 
school superintendent, the principal, the secretaries in the 
office, some of the teachers, and a bus driver came over 
after school. They raked the yard and cleaned off the gar-
den. (Mom has a large garden, does canning for herself, 
and gives a lot of produce to neighbors). Several put plas-
tic on the inside of the porch windows. When some neigh-
Eighty-three and grateful 
bors driving by saw what was happening, they stopped 
and helped, too. There must have been 18 people here 
working. One of the secretaries even brought a crockpot of 
chili, and we all stood around in the front yard eating sup-
per. I feel so good that the leaves are raked, and I'm ready 
for winter! And when I mentioned to the school superin-
tendent that I'm probably going to have an operation soon, 
he said he would be praying for me." 
So, rather than having bad news to report, Mom want-
ed to share with us her gratitude for the healing touch of 
God and the kindness of friends and neighbors. And, two 
states away, Linda and I are thankful, too—for the Chris-
tians who prayed with her and for those who raked leaves 
and pulled up tomato vines. Mom's story was a reminder 
of Paul's words to the Christians in Corinth: "This service 
that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's 
people, but is also overflowing in many expressions of 
thanks to God" (1 Cor. 9:12)." G 
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Within the deed 
Ray M. Zercher 
I wonder, do we say it well 
to ask ourselves the question, 
"Who is my neighbor?" in the quest 
to sort out life's congestion. 
To so deflect the searching light 
of Scripture to the need 
evades the question Jesus asked 
for motive of the deed. 
"Which one was neighbor?" 
Not who it is who needs our hand, 
but am I prompt to give 
when need arises on the way, 
wherever I may live? 
The will to serve is at the core 
of that familiar story. 
"Which one was neighbor?" Jesus asked-
a poignant allegory. 
Author, editor, designer, and long-time professor at Messiah College, 
Ray Zercher now resides at Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Moving? 
Please let us know your 
new address at least 
three weeks in advance. 
The postal system 
charges us 500 per copy 
for returned magazines... 
and you miss a copy of 
the magazine. 
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